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Joseph Sinkovitz Jr. 
 

Joseph Jr. was born in Budapest, Hungary on 01 February 1883. He immigrated to America in 

1903 and he indeed arrived prior to his father.  His Petition for Naturalization, dated 20 March 

1909 and shown on the following page holds some interesting answers. First, the record shows 

he immigrated to this country from Hamburg, Germany on 03 July 1903 and arrived in New 

York on the vessel, First Bismarck. He states he was living in New Brighton, Pennsylvania and 

was married and his wife's name was Irene.  Cousin Jack Loder recalled to me that Joseph was 

first married to Irene and that they had a child. He recalled they soon afterward divorced and that 

he subsequently lost track of the whereabouts of his child. I am still attempting to locate 

marriage and birth records to substantiate the above oral history.  

 

Joseph apparently worked in a foundry (perhaps with his father) while attending a Technical 

Design/Drafting School at night, apparently through the correspondence school that Jack Loder 

mentions in his notes.  He lived in nearby New Brighton, Pennsylvania. 

 

I have not found a ship manifest for the First Bismarck that would confirm his travel that he 

testified to in his Petition.  Perhaps he was a stowaway or ship hand on this vessel. 

 

The history I have here is meager, but Joseph apparently was very active in his engineering, 

design and patent work prior to hiring on with Miller Printing Equipment Co. 

  

Some of the early history I currently have on Joseph Jr. is chronologized as follows: 

Born:  01 Jan/Feb 1883 in Kispest Hungary 

Immigrated to America: 11 July 1903 (age 20) 

Worked as moulder, attended drafting night school: 1903-1908 

Patent filed for an Air Ship: 10 December 1908 (age 25) 

Married to Irene Unknown: > 1905, < 1909 

Petitioned for Naturalization: 20 March 1909 (age 24) 

Residence on 20 March 1909: New Brighton, PA 

Had no children in 1909 

Child born to Irene and Joseph: >1909 

Occupation in March, 1909: Moulder 

Divorced from Irene: < 1912 

Married Julia Ramold: 1913 (age 30) 

3 Children with Julia Ramold 

Patent No. 1,352,797 for a Crushing Machine: 1920 (age 37) 

Started with Miller Printing Equipment Co.: 1936 (age 53) 

Retired from Miller Printing Equipment Co.: 1950 (age 67) 

 

Joseph's Petition for Naturalization is shown on the following page. 
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Petition for Naturalization for Joseph Sinkovitz Jr., 20 March 1909 
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In the above Petition for Naturalization Joseph states his wife's name as Irene Sinkovitz and that 

he was born in Budapest, Hungary and now resides in New Brighton, Pennsylvania. I believed 

initially that there were two Joseph Sinkovitz's. I raised the question with my cousin, Jack 

Edward Loder.  

 

According to Jack, his grandfather, Joseph Sinkovitz Jr., shared with him that he had been 

married prior to his marriage with his Grandmother, Julia Ramold. Joseph had married an Irene 

and bore a child through the marriage.  

"I've tried to pass some of his wisdom down to my children.  My mother once told me that her 

father, Joseph Jr., was married once before he married Julia.  When I asked Grampap about it, 

his gray eyes clouded over and he said, 'Yes,' he was, 'but that was a long time ago.'  Her name 

was Irene and they had a child.  But he never said much more about it.  That was something he 

didn't talk about.  I don't know if they got divorced or what, but it would have been shortly after 

his arrival."  

Ref: Personal notes received from Jack E. Loder, Dated 24 March 2012. 

Marriage of Joseph Sinkovitz Jr. and Irene Unknown 
 

My research quest could not be quenched and I set forth to explore this otherwise unknown, 

Irene Sinkovitz.  I did, thereafter, locate an Irenia Sinkovitz seeking Citizenship to the United 

States through the Naturalization of One's Husband. (See next page.) 

 

Irene (Irenia) Sinkovitz states in her "Emergency Passport Application" that she had lived in 

New Brighton, Pennsylvania from 1905 to 1908 (where she and Joseph had lived) and had later 

moved to Gary, Indiana, where she worked as a "Housekeeper". She states that she had left the 

United States on 12 September 1909 and had been residing in Kispest, Hungary, since 25 

September 1909 and intended to return to the United States within 10 days.  Irenia states her 

desire for the passport was... "to return to America."  Irenia attests that her husband (Joseph) 

immigrated to the United States on board the Kiser Wilhelm II from Hamburg on 11 July 1902 

and that he resided in the United States 8 years uninterruptedly from 1902 to 1910 at New 

Brighton, Pennsylvania.  Apparently, Irene received her passport to return to America but failed 

to obtain her citizenship. 

 

Irene is next found in Los Angeles, California in 1922 working as a trained nurse and was 

petitioning for Naturalization.  She states she was born 25 August 1888 was "not married", but 

her husband "was Joseph" and that he was "deceased". She states she immigrated to the United 

States on 05 September 1905 on the vessel Slavonia. She states she had no children and had 

resided in the United States since 11 October 1905 and lived in the State of California since 30 

November 1920.  She signed her name Irene Irma Sienkovitz. Her naturalization was approved 

on 31 May 1927. 
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Irene Sinkovitz's Citizenship Claim based upon her husband's Naturalization 
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13 

August, 1910 

Petition for Naturalization for Irene Irma Sienkovitz, 30 May 1922 
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Irene Irma Sienkovitz's Declaration of Intention, 17 February 1925 

 

Irene is also shown in the Los Angeles, California 1930 Federal Census as "Widow", with a 

female, Miriam Westberg, age 10, living with her and shown to be Irene's cousin. We will likely 

never learn the details or motivation behind the marriage, pregnancy, separation, and exodus to 

Hungary, return to America or the final disposition of Irene Sinkovitz and their child. 
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I trust I have not dwelled too long on the personage of Irene. While Joseph did acknowledge her 

as his first wife he apparently had sorrow about their marriage.  I placed the history herein 

because records were available and it somewhat closes the history on who she was.  

 

 

 

Early Patents of Joseph Sinkovitz Jr 

 

A patent for an Air Ship was filed 10 December 1908 when Joseph was 25 years old. The story 

Great Grandson, Jack Edward Loder (Anna Elizabeth Sinkovitz's son) was told and related to me 

is... 

 

"Joseph had this idea for an Airship that he had patented. He and some others organized a 

company to begin manufacturing one for test purposes. One of the partners had the 

responsibility to acquire investment capital prior to prototype production. Apparently, funds 

were indeed secured by this partner who then took the investment monies and was never heard 

from again!" 

 

Joseph Sinkovitz Jr. led a most interesting life from what I have been able to glean.  Some of 

Joseph's personal patents bear the spelling Sinkovits, while others (taken out with Miller) show 

Sinkovitz. 

 

The first page of Joseph's Patent No. 920,675 dated 04 May 1909 is shown on the next page. 

Joseph was but 25 when he made application for this patent. 
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Joseph Sinkovitz Air Ship Patent 920,675   

04 May 1909 

See file records for the full patent disclosure. 

 

         The Sinkovitz patent was dated 28 years prior to the infamous 1937 Hindenburg disaster. 

  

The Hindenburg disaster took place on Thursday, May 6, 1937, as the German passenger 

airship LZ 129 Hindenburg caught fire and was destroyed during its attempt to dock with 

its mooring mast at the Lakehurst Naval Air Station, which is located adjacent to the 

borough of Lakehurst, New Jersey. Of the 97 people on board (36 passengers, 61 crew), 

there were 36 fatalities, including one death among the ground crew. 

The disaster was the subject of spectacular newsreel coverage, photographs, and Herbert 

Morrison's recorded radio eyewitness report from the landing field, which was broadcast 

the next day. The actual cause of the fire remains unknown, although a variety of 

hypotheses have been put forward for both the cause of ignition and the initial fuel for the 
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ensuing fire. The incident shattered public confidence in the giant, passenger-carrying 

rigid airship and marked the end of the short airship era.  
 

            Ref: http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hindenburg_disaster 

 
The Sinkovitz Air Ship patent did identify lighter than air gases such as hydrogen that were 

suggested for use. The Hindenburg unfortunately, did utilize hydrogen. We will likely not learn 

of a relationship between the two ships... if in fact there was one.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Hindenburg Blimp Crash 

Photograph reconstruction of original  

 

There were no colored photographs at the time this photograph was taken May 6, 1937 

(Unknown source) 

In 1920, Joseph was shown as one-half Assignor on a patent No. 1,352,797 for a Crushing 

Machine assigned to William Ellk of Pittsburgh, PA. Joseph may have assisted in some of the 

engineering and design work to realize his one-half share. Joseph is shown as patenting over 16 

other patents during his engineering work with Miller Printing Equipment, Inc. from 1936 to 

1950 as discussed later. I have only included front sheets for a few of the patents to his credit. 

Most of the early patents were in Joseph's name with no assignment. Other later patents were 

granted to Joseph but assigned to Miller Printing Machinery Co. 
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Patent No. Title      Date Filed  

 

2119754 Cylinder Gripper...     01 Apr   1937 

2141418 Pile Raise/Lower Mechanism...  25 May   1937 

2195533 Sheet Delivery Mechanism...    13 May   1938 

2206269 Ink Feeding Device...     01 Apr    1937 

2237453 Register Means for Presses...    21 May   1940 

2273899 Sheet Delivery Mechanism...    02 Apr    1938 

2304855 Material Handling Apparatus...   30 Jun     1941 

2307079 Collapsible Platform For Printing...   09 Aug   1941 

2353196 Apparatus for Handling...         12 Aug   1941 

2363560 Printing Apparatus...       21 Jan     1941 

2372229 Sheet Handling Apparatus    10 Oct    1941 

2517251 Press Operating Mechanism...   01 Feb    1946 

2561423 Inking Mechanism...        30 Mar   1949 

2737112 Two Revolution Press...    12 Jan     1952 

 

The above patents show the date the patents were filed...all were granted. 
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Patent 2,206,269 Front Sheet, 1940 
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 Patent 2,516,423, Front Sheet, 1956 

Note that the above patent was applied for in 1952, two years after Joseph had officially retired.  

He must have been committed to see his patent succeed to fruition some four years later. 

 

Joseph Sinkovitz Jr. Marriage to Julia Ramold 

 

Joseph Jr. married Julia Ramond in 1913 when Joseph was 30 years old and Julia was 17.  Julia's 

mother was Anna Ramold born in Hungary in 1861 and immigrated to this country in 1901. 

Joseph worked as an Engineer with Miller Printing Machinery Company in Pittsburgh from 02 

September 1936 to his retirement on December 31, 1950. He was Miller’s Chief Engineer for 

many years. Miller was purchased by MAN Roland, Inc. who recently (2012) has been acquired 

by MAN Roland due to a worldwide recession in the printing industry and experienced a severe 

crisis in the years 2001 until 2004.  
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In 2002 Man Roland acquired a controlling interest in the software company ppi Media GmbH. 

ppi Media, headquartered in Hamburg, Germany serves customers worldwide and develops 

workflow solutions for automated planning and production processes in publishing and printing. 

ppi Media was founded in 1984 and employs approximately 150 staff at its offices in Hamburg, 

Kiel and Chicago. Miller made major worldwide contributions to the printing industry including 

U.S. Treasury paper currency printing, much to the credit of their longstanding Chief Engineer, 

Joseph Sinkovitz Jr. 

A letter from K.O. Kiel, Director of Human Relations at Man Roland, Inc., Westmont, Illinois 

provided this information and included an original drawing (see pg 49) that Joseph prepared 

dated  21 April 1939.  

 

Joseph’s draftsmanship, calculations, and 

design work were uncanningly similar to my 

own, and substantiated my general belief that 

any engineering acumen that I may have 

inherited was indeed derived from my 

Hungarian Sinkovitz, not my Scottish Adams, 

lineage.                                                                                                  

 

Joseph Jr. and Julia had three children: 

 

James Louis born 25 Feb 1914 

Anna E. Sinkovitz born 28 Mar 1917 

Roy Norman born 13 Nov 1924 
      

1910 census records show that Julia Ramold 

had been a servant at the Emmer F. Gwynn 

family, 30 Brigham Street in Pittsburgh, PA. 

 

 

 

 

Julia Ramold (17) and Joseph Sinkovitz, Jr. (30) 
 

 

 

All of their children were born in or near, Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania where they resided. Joseph 

and wife, Julia, shown in the above photograph may have been taken during their wedding in 

1913.  I received the photograph from Jean Liszt Sinkovitz, the wife of James Sinkovitz who was 

the son of Joseph Jr. 

 

The following record was found in the 1916 City Directory for Pittsburgh, PA through 

Ancestry.com: 

 

 

 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ppi_Media
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Name: Joseph Sinkovitz Jr. 

Residence Year: 1916 

Street Address: 226 Poplar 

Residence Place: Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania 

Occupation: Draftsman 

Publication Title: Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, City Directory, 1916 
 

 

 

 

We do not know the details of this above drafting employment; however, it was prior to his 

engineering work at Miller Printing Machinery Co.  Joseph may have been performing 

engineering design/drafting work on his own at this time while attending night school. Joseph 

would have been married to Julia for three years at this time. 

 

I would have very much enjoyed meeting my Grand Uncle, Joseph Jr., during my own 

engineering career.  I had no knowledge of Joseph's employment or engineering background.   

I also never met Joseph Sinkovitz Sr.  I was only eleven years old when he passed away in 

Monaca in 1948.  At this time our family was then living in St. Charles, Illinois.  

 

Other patents and engineering documents of Joseph are shown on the following pages. 
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Part Drawing prepared and checked by Joseph Sinkovits, 21 April 1939 

Received 05 July 1971, from Miller Printing Machinery Co. 

 

Joseph's draftsmanship, while standard in the industry, had an uncanny resemblance to my own 

line work and dimensioning.  
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Joseph Sinkovits Sheet Delivery Patent, 2,195,533, 02 April 1940 

Joseph was working for Miller Printing Equipment at this time 
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Joseph Sinkovits Two Revolution Printing Press Patent, 2,737,112, 12 Jan 1956 

Joseph had retired from Miller Printing Equipment Co.  

 

 

 
 


