Part 7

William John Adams, Generation 4

William John was born 2 Augud843in Slippery Rock Township of Lawrence County,
Pennsylvania. His wife, Mary Elizabeth McKedvigCain) was born 17 August 1847 in Butler
County, Pennsylvania. William John and Mary were married 14 September 1866 and had ten
children. William John, as did $ifather, Joseph, fought for the Union in the Civil War. Proud of
his country, William John apparently never missed an opportahgfiowing off his Union
allegiance and would apparently appear in full military dress in local parades. A patriotic picture
of William, then age 77, is kept in his family tree file and is shown below.

L S SR sy : Mary Elizabeth McKean Adams, 1892
William John Adams, About 1920

William Johnwas a Union veteran of the Civil War, Company Battery C, and 212th Infantry, 6th
Heavy Artillery Regiment. PrivateDate of Service: Enlisted 2 Septemhi&64;Mustered out
on 13 Jund865in Ethan Allen, \irginia. A marblemilitary headstone is located Rose Point

Presbyterian Cemetery. See Military records obtained from The National Arahipas,
below.

Regimental History
PENNSYLVANIA
TWO HUNDRED and TWELFTH INFANTRY (SIXTH ARTILLERY) (One Year)

Sixth Artillery.- Col., Charles Barnes; Lig.-Col., Joseph B. Copeland; Majors,

Robert H. Long, Joseph R. Kemp, Frank H. White. More men than the standard
required had been recruited for the 54th artillery, the 204th of the line, and it was
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therefore decided to organize the 6th artillery, whichdme the 212th regiment. It was
mostly composed of men from the counties of Allegheny, Butler, Westmoreland,
Fayette, Washington and Lawrence, who rendezvoused at Camp Reynolds, Pittsburg,
and was mustered into the U. S. service during the first halfpaf, 3864, for one year.

On Sept. 17 the regiment left for Washington, where it was assigned to the 2nd brigade
of DeRussy's division, then garrisoning the defenses of the capital. On the 29th it was
detached, to perform railroad guard duty on the Orangalé&xandria railroad

between Alexandria and Manassas, with headquarters at Fairfax Court House. It was
engaged in this service until about the middle of November when it returned to the
defenses of Washington. Thus far it had served as infantry, but thereme now

drilled as artillery and soon became proficient in this arm of the service. It remained in
the forts about Washington until June 13, 1865, when it was mustered out at Fort Ethan
Allen, returned to Camp Reynolds, where the men were finally pdidiacharged on

the 17th.

Source: The Union Army, Vol. 1

Battles Fought
Fought on 13 Oct 1864 at Burke's Station, VA.

Oral history suggests that William may have been a
bodyguard for President Lincoln during the Civil War.
Lincoln allegedly willed land to William John just
outside of Pittsburgtwilliam allegedly sold the land
for $800.00 according to unsubstantiated notes from
Caryl Glasser, wife oRoy Dean Glassan 1999.
However, this information has never been
authenticated.

Ref: W.J. Adams record notes

William John about 1866 age 26, shortly after his Civil War duty.
(Photograph supplied by Virginia Lee Scott, of Santa Barl@zabifornia)
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Mary apparently used the spelling

AMcCaino for her maiden
reason has not determined as to why. It is
believed that Maryds mot
American Chippewa Indian; however, this

also has nobeen verified. Census records

of 1850show aMary Elizabeth McKean,

age three, and her brother, James, age six,

and match both of their
birthdates. $ee page 172. Mar yos fat
Robert McKean, is listed but no mother is

shown. Two sisters, Nancy (1848) and

Amanda, (1850) are also showrthis

census record.

Many cherished photographs were

provided to me byirginia Lee Scottof

Santa Barbara, California, a daughter of

Alice Hazel Adamsnd Charles Harvey

Adams, and grandaughter of William

John.

The William John Adams Family, c. 1885
Amanda (10), William (41), Charles (14), Harry (5), Mary (38), James (9)

Charles Harvey Adams is the tall,fisome son standing in the
background in the above photograph and is also shown here with his
wife, Mary Newsome. While Charleppears to tower over his family
members, his adulieight was only 538 1/2". (See Part 8.)

(Photographs provided Birginia Lee Scott, of Santa Barbara,
California)

Charles Harvey Adams
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William and Mary had, as their ninth child, WilliaRloyd,t h e a grandfatherdon 19
July 1885 also in Slippery RocKownship Their othemine children are shown with theaiges
in the group photograph shoveelow.

The William John Adams Family, c. 1890
1% row: Mary Ada (7) Ambrose (3)
2" row: Nancy (22) William Floyd (5) William John (46) Mary (43) Melissa (23) Harry (10)
3 row: Amanda (15) Sarah (16) Charles (19) James (14)

One of the many treasures | have received in my genealogical work is the above photograph of
William John and Mary with their family of ten children. This photograph was given to me by
my uncle Eugeng&unney Adams at a family reunion1993at the Moraine State Park, north of
Pittsburgh in Lawrence County, Pennsylvania. The above photograph was takeh8&iput

likely in Rose Point, Lawrence County, Pennsylvania, where William and Mary lived. The
names of the family and their ages are given based upon the presumption that the photograph
was indeed taken ib39Q

William John was a demonstratived,y darok de yAeree r |
from his mother, fair hair and complexione Harmed and worked in coal mines and factories

most of his life (See Pension Application, page®4-185. William John was born in Centre

Township of Butler County and stayed there until he left to fight for the Union during the Civil
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War. After his disharge at EthaAllen, Virginia, on 13 June 186%e returned home to wed
Mary Elizabeth McKean in866and remained iRosepoint, Lawrence County, Rtil 189Q

William and Mary were living in Beaver Falls, Beaver County, Pennsylvania when Mary passed
away.Mary died of blood poisoning on 1Rnel899.She was 52 years ol d. M;
reads:

Olamweary ,letmerest .0

Maryods tombstone was replaced by gracious per
same inscriptions as the original.

Mary Elizabeth McKean Adams is buried at the
Rose Point Reformed Presbyterian Church in
Lawrence County, Pennsylvania.
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Photow/ note from Edward Mellen,
husband of William and Mary's 4th
child, Sarah (Sade) Augusta Adams
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“‘mﬁn Gmszm, Cletk of- Common Pleas ccmrt, ﬂrphm‘*{ s

1 __ . page \ C

' ',__cDunty of )Lawrence -in the Conmonwealth of Pennsylvania, do ‘.'5:;-

the fc:llnwing information may ba faundz
» ' Mar:y A&dams S

_+ Reg 1.«strat_i.m;

: f'De,cqals;ga
A s i whn.tg

feméle i

< ) 52
" i e Mtk | not given
‘" Name of Father _ oo given

‘“pPlace of Birth

marr:.ed

. Merried or Single

- Butler County. Pa

not given

. Oecupation
Date of Death

June 13, 1899

Place of Death

Cause of Death __

Sl_i:pperyroc‘k Twp., Lawrence County, Pa

Blood poison

Date of Interment

Date of Record

Duration of last illness

Place of Interment

3 weeks

Rose Pcint

June 15, 1899

Da@, 20, 1899

IN WITNESS WHEREOF,

and the Seal of the said Court at New Castle,

I have hereunto set my hand

PA

Aalre, 159 B

this Ipth  ggy of - Mexch

( ?y/ﬁu/s’%wg#

i . ¥ gClerk of Courts

| _ |
Death Certification for Mary Elizabeth McKean Adams

The name is spelledcorrectly; however, this document is otherwise factually accurate. This
document also affirms her birth date of 1847 given she was 52 at the date of her death in 1899.
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William John would have been 56 years of age when his wife, Mary, passed ag@@in 1

Obituary of Mary Elizabeth Adams (Butler Eagle)

Gravestone of Mary's brother, James McKearRosepoint Cemeterylawrence County,
Pennsylvania

Mar yds br ot her , -D9adiedse a Qild \Kar "eteran, (s 4ls® Hudied adjacent to
Mary Elizabeth McKean Adams in the Rose Point Presbyterian Church Cemetery, Lawrence
Co., Pennsylvania.
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