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Part 5 

 

Grave Site Memorial Marker Service for 

John Adams, Jr. by the Sons of the American Revolution 

Union Cemetery, West Sunbury, Butler County, Pennsylvania 

28 May 2011 

 

 

 
 

                                       Back                                            Front 

“Blessed be Almighty God” was taken from the first line in John Adams’ Will 
 

 

On 28 May 2011 the Vaughn P. Adams, Jr. family organized a Grave Site Memorial Marking 

Service for 3rd Great-Grandfather, John Adams, Jr. The following text and photographs contain 

details of both the Memorial Service and the Dedication Luncheon that followed. The Service 

also honored all those who gave service to our Country in the preservation of our American 

freedoms we enjoy today.  

 

A DVD of the above service was produced by my cousin and 4th Great-Grandson of John 

Adams, Jr., Kenneth Roberts of Ken Roberts Productions, Laguna Beach, California. Ken 

Roberts also utilized a professional photographer and videographer, Steve Soley with Edge 

Photo, in Butler, Pennsylvania to wonderfully capture the entire event. Copies of the 

photographs shown above and on pages 150-152 are available from www.stevesoley.com.  You 

may view the event on YouTube under the title, “Adams SAR Gravesite Memorial Ceremony”.  

  

I knew of Ken Roberts through family research but we had never met. Ken graciously 

volunteered to produce the John Adams, Jr. Sons of the American Revolution Grave Marking 

Memorial Service DVD and made them available to our large family. This DVD has been placed 

in public libraries of both Butler and Westmoreland County, Pennsylvania.  
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Butler Eagle Newspaper, 1 June 2011: 

Revolutionary War veteran remembered 

By John Bojarski 
Eagle Staff Writer 
 
CLAY TWP — John Adams Jr. may have died nearly 200 years ago, but his legacy was 
renewed Saturday. 
 

The Revolutionary War veteran and early Butler County resident 
received a new grave marker with a bronze Sons of the American 
Revolution plaque at a ceremony at the West Sunbury Union 
Cemetery.  

 

Vaughn Adams of Tempe, Ariz., third great-grandson of Adams Jr., 
gave a eulogy. “None of us here have been fortunate to know John 
Adams,” Adams said. “John Adams was a common soldier, but he 
was an uncommon man.”  

     Vaughn Adams 

 

Vaughn Adams organized the event with various chapters of the Sons of the American 
Revolution, which is a patriotic organization comprised of members whose ancestors 
supported the cause of American independence from 1774 to 1783. John Adams Jr. was 

born in 1765 in Ulster, Ireland. He and his father, John Adams Sr., immigrated to colonial 
America in 1771 to escape religious persecution and settled in Westmoreland County. In 
addition to hard work on the farm, Adams Jr. had to face attacks from Native Americans 
and, eventually, his father joined the growing movement for American independence. 
“This was a perilous world young John Jr. was living in,” Adams said. 
Adams Jr. joined the war effort in 1781, shortly before the war officially ended. However, 

news traveled slowly in those days, and Adams Jr. still faced attacks from Native Americans 
and Loyalists. 
 

Not much is known about Adams Jr.'s military service. 
“However, we can be assured ... he did his duty. Private Adams was a hero,” Adams said. 

 

After the war, he and his father were given land for their service.  “John Adams was 
destined to be a man of a new generation; a generation of nation makers,” Adams said. 
After his father died in 1799, Adams Jr. settled in Center, now Clay Township. He fathered 
20 children.  Adams Jr. died in 1838. 
 

Before the ceremony, Adams said the observance was not just for John Adams Jr.  
“Our intent ... is patriotism. We tend to lose it over time,” Adams said. “We are honoring all 
veterans.” 
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The dedication of the headstone was followed by the presentation of the flag of the 
Westmoreland County Rangers, the militia that Adams Jr. joined, to the family, then a gun 
salute and the playing of taps. 

Of the nearly 150 people who attended, many were related 
to Adams Jr. 
 

William McCarrier, former Butler County Commissioner and 
a distant relative of Adams Jr., said his legacy should not 

be forgotten.  “Although he was not famous, he was like so 
many good citizens of this community,” McCarrier said 
during the ceremony's introduction. 
 

Jim Wick lives in Arizona but is originally from West 
Sunbury. He is a fourth great-grandson of Adams Jr.  
“Even though I'm from Arizona, I'm related to almost 
everyone in this cemetery,” Wick said. 
He enjoyed the ceremony.  “This is a wonderful event for 
 Memorial Day weekend,” Wick said. 
 

Christopher Scott, a resident of Clay Township and the assistant caretaker of the cemetery, 
found out from talking to Adams during the planning of the ceremony that he also was 
related to him.  “It was kind of cool to find that,” Scott said.  He started working at 10 p.m. 
Friday night and stayed Saturday morning to watch the ceremony.  “It was just a gorgeous 
ceremony,” Scott said. 
 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

John Adams. Jr. Memorial Service Photographs  

  

   

 

 

 William F. Young III, left, and 
relative Bruce Adams unveil a new 

headstone at a ceremony on 
Saturday for Revolutionary War 

veteran John Adams Jr. at the West 
Sunbury Union Cemetery.  

DAVE PRELOSKY/BUTLER EAGLE  
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The Pennsylvania Society, Sons of the American Revolution  

request the honor of your presence at the gravesite marker memorial 

of 

Private John Adams, Jr.  

The ceremony will be held on  

Saturday, the 28th of May, 2011 at 10:00 a.m. 

West Sunbury Union 11 Cemetery 

 West Sunbury, Clay Township, Butler County, Pennsylvania 

 

John Adams, Jr. was a Revolutionary War patriot who served as a Private in the 

Westmoreland County Militia from 1782 through 1785.   

John moved to Butler County in 1800 and died in 1838 in  

Clay Township, Butler County, Pennsylvania. 

This event will memorialize his dedication and selfless devotion to duty as one of our  

Patriot ancestors. 

The Sons of the American Revolution Color Guard will attend. 

RSVP by May 15, 2011 

480-967-6457 

 

The following SAR chapters will be participating: 
   

  Pennsylvania Society, Sons of the American Revolution 

  General Anthony Wayne Chapter, Pennsylvania Society, SAR 

  General Arthur St. Clair Chapter, Pennsylvania Society, SAR 

  Christopher Gist Chapter, Pennsylvania Society, SAR 

  George Washington Chapter, Pennsylvania Society, SAR 

  Pittsburgh Chapter, Pennsylvania Society, SAR 

  Palo Verde Chapter, Arizona Society, SAR 

 

A reception will follow at the Masonic Shelter at Alameda Park in Butler, Pennsylvania 
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May 28, 2011 

May 28, 2011 

      10:00 A.M. 

 

Multiple Chapter Presentation 

Of the 

Sons of the American Revolution 

at the 

Union Cemetery 

West Sunbury, Butler County, PA 

  

S A R  M A R K E R  M E M O R I A L   

  

S E R V I C E   

  

F O R  

  

P R I VAT E  J O H N  A DA M S ,  J R .  

P A T R I O T   
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S E R V I C E 

The following service is adapted from the 1917 Service for the use of the Grand 

Army of the Republic; it was used to dedicate a headstone for a Civil War veteran. 

The General Anthony Wayne Chapter has modified the program for today’s 

service. 

  

Prelude    Piper Kenneth Eastgate 

 

Posting the Colors   Duane Miller, Former PASSAR      
     President, SAR Color Guard   

 

National Anthem   All, Compatriot David Auman 

 

Pledge of Allegiance   All, Compatriot Don Inman 

 

SAR Pledge    Compatriot Don Inman 

 

Invocation    Rev. Matthew Kail, Muddy  

     Creek Presbyterian Church 

 

Welcome    William McCarrier, Former    

     Butler Co. Commissioner 

 
Introductory Remarks   President Doug Tapager,             

     Christopher Gist Chapter 

 
The Symbols of the Army  SAR Color Guard 

 

Unveiling the Gravestone  William F. Young, III,         
     Bruce Adams 

 

Eulogy of John Adams, Jr.  Compatriot Vaughn P. Adams,  

     Ph,D. 
     Publicist, AZSSAR 

 

Dedication    Duane Miller, Former PASSAR       
     President 

 

Floral Tribute    Compatriot Kenton Adams 

 

Presentation of the Flag  Compatriot William Conner,  

     MSG, United States Army (Ret.) 

 
Prayer & Final Tribute  Rev. Matthew Kail, Muddy  

     Creek Presbyterian Church 

 
Musket Salute    Combined Chapter SAR Color  

     Guard 

 

Taps     Compatriot David Auman 

 

Retiring the Colors   SAR Color Guard, Tyler    

     Woodside, Drummer 

 

Dismissal    President Doug Tapager,            

     Christopher Gist Chapter 
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SAR PLEDGE 
 

 

“We the descendents of the heroes of the American Revolution, who by their sacrifices, 

established the United States of America, reaffirm our faith in the principles of liberty and our 

Constitutional Republic, and solemnly pledge to defend it against every foe.” 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

DEDICATION 
 

COMPATRIOT :  

“In remembering the past, we honor the men and women who 

gave their lives for the preservation of our freedom and our 

future.” 

Father, we thank thee for the life of this Revolutionary War 

patriot John Adams, whose service to the country and heroic 

sacrifices aided and advanced the cause of independence.  Help 

us recognize that fidelity and integrity must guard always the 

heritage bequeathed by those who had everything to lose. 

Help us be worth of our noble dead. 

ALL:  

 Our forefathers put their faith in Thee, O Lord, and Thou didst 

deliver them to this land of plenty. 

COMPATRIOT : 
“Almighty God, bless our country.  May we, its citizens, be 

thankful for the blessing Thou hast bestowed upon us.  Keep our 

county, home and family under thy loving protection. 

ALL:  

History tells us that what is needed today is not just a show of 

greatness and a parade of power, but a dedication to great ideal 

and high endeavor. 

COMPATRIOT:  

Therefore, we the members of the Sons and Daughters of the 

American Revolution, now dedicate this marker in grateful 

recognition of the   service of John Adams Jr., Patriot of the 

American Revolution. 

In honoring John Adams Jr., we also pay tribute to all men and 

women who have served our country with integrity and devotion. 

We dedicate ourselves anew in a faithful steward 

ship of the blessings we enjoy today. 
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The Life of John Adams, Jr. 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

John Adams Jr. was born in 1765 in Ulster Ireland.  Although we do not know much about the 

earliest years of his life, we do know that John and his father, John, Sr. came to America as 

indentured servants to Thomas Proctor in 1771.  John Jr. was but six years of age. 

 

Once in America, John Adams, Sr. settled his family on land in Westmoreland County.  John 

Sr. signed up for Revolutionary War service as a Private in 1781. In 1783, John Jr. joined his 

father as both are shown on the muster roll of Captain William Conwell’s Company. John Sr. 

and son fought side by side as Westmoreland County Rangers under Captain Conwell’s 

Company on the Continental Line frontier. They served at least during the years from 1783 to 

1785 according to their War archive records. Both received land patents on the land they were 

living upon, but were required to pay back taxes on the land prior to deed receivership. 

 

 John Jr. married Margaret Hall in 1787. In 1795 he purchased his Father’s “Eden” land. In 

1799 John Sr. died and John then sold his property to Rudolph Weister and moved west to 

Centre, now Clay Township in Butler County. 

  

John and Margaret had 8 children. However, Margaret passed away prior to 1820. In 1825 John 

married Anabell Wasson, who had lost her husband, John Thompson, after he was killed in an 

Indian skirmish in 1823. John and Anabell had another 12 children for a total of 20, not 

including the 4 children issued from the Thompson marriage. John died in 1838 in what was 

then referred to as Coultersville, in Clay Township. Anabell died in 1870 and was buried in the 

West Sunbury Union II cemetery, next to where John’s new gravestone is now placed. John 

Adams, Jr. gave tribute to Almighty God in numerous recorded documents including his Will.  

It was fitting, therefore, to etch “Blessed be Almighty God” on his gravestone.   

 

The Sons of the American Revolution bronze plaque is placed to recognize and remind us all of 

John’s, and countless others’ efforts that provide the freedoms our great country enjoys and 

cherishes today. 
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Last Will and Testament of John Adams, Jun’r. 

September 29, 1836 

Butler County Will Book B, page 77 
 

 
In the name of God, I, John Adams, considering the uncertainty of this life and being of sound mind and 

memory, blessed be Almighty God for the same, do make and publish this my last will and testament in 

manner and form (viz) First, I give and bequeath unto my beloved wife Anabell Adams, her living from 

the proceeds of one hundred acres of land on which I now live which she is to enjoy during her natural 
life or widowhood. Also two horses, all the cow, cattle, sheep, and hogs and all the farming utensils, 

wagon and wind mill. Also, all the household & kitchen furniture with beds and bedding, also four 

hundred and twenty four dollars out of which she is to pay my debts and funeral expenses--- In 
consequence of the above bequeath, Annabel is to board and school the children. Item, I give and 

bequeath unto my daughter Elizabeth Young, five dollars. Item, I give and bequeath unto my daughter 

Jane Stewart, thirty dollars. Item, I give and bequeath unto my son John Adams, two dollars. Item, I give 
and bequeath unto my daughter Margaret Wilson, one hundred dollars. Item, I give and bequeath unto 

Sarah Stewart fifty dollars. Item, I give and bequeath unto my daughter Mary Wasson sixty dollars. Item, 

I give and bequeath unto my daughter Rachel Aiken twenty-five dollars. Item, I give and bequeath unto 

my daughter Martha Scott fifty dollars. Item, I give and bequeath unto my daughter Anne Adams five 
dollars. Item, I give and bequeath unto my son David Adams five dollars. Item, I give and bequeath unto 

my son Joseph Adams a note of hand which I hold on him calling for fifty dollars dated the eighth of 

September 1830. Item, I give and bequeath unto my son James Adams two dollars. Also I give and 
bequeath unto my son Ebenezer fifty acres of the above mentioned land to be laid off on West end of the 

lot by a straight line parallel with the North and south lines and is to get the use of the whole of the lot 

against he be twenty years of age except the mansion house and his (mothers) maintenance from him until 
my son Hugh arrives at the age of twenty years. At which time I ordain that he shall possess the other 

fifty acres of land contained in the above mentioned lot after which time the above named Ebenezer and 

Hugh Adams shall be an equal share of their mothers maintenance and shall allow her the whole disposal 

of the mansion house. I also ordain that if either of the above named Ebenezer and Hugh should die 
before they arrive at the age of twenty years, the survivor shall be his sole heir. I also ordain that the 

above named Ebenezer and Hugh Adams shall give (pay) each of their sisters Jemima, Nancy, HD and 

Moriah Adams thirty dollars each paying an equal share. 
                                                                                                                                 

 John Adams (Seal) 

  

Note: Names in bold italics are children with Margaret Hall. Names in bold text are children with 

Anabell Wasson Thompson.    (Butler County Will Book B, page 77.) 
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SALUTE TO OTHER VETERANS OF EARLIER 

WARS 

  

There are numerous Veterans buried here at the West Sunbury Union Cemetery from various wars this 

country has fought to preserve our freedoms. The space herein is insufficient to publish their names. Early 

fought wars include the following that this cemetery honorably and dearly rest until our Lord returns. 

 

Revolutionary War                            Civil War                                                War of 1812                                                                                                                                                                        
 

We honor here today, however, all those who gave service to our country in the preservation of our 
country’s freedoms. 
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THE ADAMS FAMILY 

 

 
The new grave stone and SAR bronze marker replaces the original slate tombstone likely located on the 

John Adams property in Clay Township that had become worn and illegible over 173 years.  The newly 

etched headstone was provided by the Department of Veterans Affairs and installed through the efforts of 
the Vaughn P. Adams Family.  The Adams’ are direct descendents of John Adams Jr.  Vaughn Adams, 

PhD, is a member of the Palo Verde Chapter, Arizona Society, Sons of the American Revolution, in 

Maricopa County, Arizona.  He has served as Vice President and Chaplain while currently serving as 

Publicist for that Chapter. He is retired as past president of BTI Consultants, Inc. in Phoenix, Arizona. His 
wife, Paula Kanouse Adams, also has Patriot ancestors who fought in the Revolutionary War.  
  
 

ABOUT SAR 

 
The Sons of the American Revolution is a patriotic organization   comprised of members whose ancestors 

supported the cause of American Independence during the years 1774-1783.  It is the purpose of our 

group to maintain and extend the institutions of American freedom, an appreciation for true patriotism, a 
respect of national symbols, and the value of American citizenship.  We do this by perpetuating the 

stories of patriotism, courage, sacrifice, tragedy, and triumph of the men who achieved the independence 

of the American people in the belief that these stories are universal ones of man's eternal struggle against 
tyranny, relevant to all time.  We believe that these stories will inspire and strengthen each succeeding 

generation to defend our freedoms on the battlefield and in our public institutions. If you believe that you 

have a Revolutionary War ancestor and are interesting in becoming a SAR or DAR member please fill out 

a Prospective Member Inquiry Card available at the registration table. 
  

 

Special Gratitude is given for our Program Co-Chairman: 

 
Duane Miller, Former PASSAR President 

John L. Carroll, President, General Anthony Wayne Chapter 

 

The following chapters of the Sons of the American Revolution participated in this  

John Adams, Jr. Memorial Service: 

 

General Anthony Wayne Chapter, PASSAR 
General Arthur St. Clair Chapter, PASSAR 

George Washington Chapter, PASSAR 

Christopher Gist Chapter, PASSAR 
Pittsburgh Chapter, PASSAR 

Palo Verde Chapter, AZSSAR 

 

The following chapters of the Children of the American Revolution participated in this John 

Adams, Jr. Memorial Service: 

 

Elizabeth McKinney Chapter, CAR 
Parkinson’s Ferry Society, CAR 
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Gratitude 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Thanks is given to all those who through their kind 

Contributions, helped make this event possible. 

 

Butler County Tourism 

The Butler Eagle 

Butler County Genealogical Society 

Butler County Area Library 

Kenton Adams, Changing Planet, Lansdale, PA 

Ken Hall Machine Shop, West Sunbury, PA 

Ken Roberts Productions, Laguna Beach, CA 

Rev. Matthew Kail, Muddy Creek Presbyterian 

Church 

U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs 

West Sunbury American Legion Post 243 

West Sunbury Volunteer Fire Department 

William F. Young, III 

William McCarrier 
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EULOGY of John Adams, Jr. 

1765-1838 

 

 

We are gathered here today to honor John Adams, Jr. a patriot of the American 

Revolution.  We are here to mark and dedicate his gravestone.  John Adams Jr. 

was my 3rd great grandfather and I, like many other descendants here, have a 

family bond to John Adams.  However, I strongly believe that John’s story is 

relevant to all Americans.  His story is a universal one of the men and women 

who achieved the independence of the American people.  I trust that by telling 

the stories, triumphs and tragedies of our forefathers that we inspire and 

strengthen each of our succeeding generations and on this Memorial Day 

weekend, renew our commitment to our great democracy.  

 

None of us here have ever been fortunate enough to meet John Adams, Jr.  John 

died in 1838,  

 

 173 years ago at the age of 77. The passage of time has long since obscured many 

of the details we would love to know.   

 

How is it then that we might know him?  Well... men are defined by their own 

experiences and are known by their deeds and records.  We  heartily thank the 

historians, scribes and archivists that have collected, maintained and preserved 

these precious  records. This is how we can come to know and have some 

understanding of John Adams, Jr.   

 

Private John Adams, Jr. was a “common soldier”... but he was an “uncommon man”.  

The Adams family was Ulster Scot, later known in America as the “Scot Irish”.  
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Earlier transplanted from Scotland, these staunch Scottish Presbyterians were 

subject to religious persecutions under the reign of England's George the 2nd 

and George the 3rd.  Their Bibles were seized and burned and their marriages 

were often not recognized by the state.  They were persecuted by the Crown.  

Ulster Scots were required to tithe to the Anglican Church of Ireland, in 

addition to supporting their own presbyteries. John’s father and his family 

would have been deprived of many of their basic liberties, freedom of religion, 

freedom of speech, freedom from unreasonable search and seizure, and the 

right to due process of law. 

 

These are fundamental rights that we Americans enjoy and cherish today.  While 

John Adams was denied these rights in Ulster Ireland, we enjoy these rights today 

because “uncommon men” like John made the personal sacrifices and persevered 

in securing and guaranteeing these rights for the first generation of Americans 

and for each succeeding generation. 

 

John was born in 1765 in Northern Ireland, likely, Antrim. 

Because of these persecutions, John and son, John Jr., fled the tyranny and 

oppression of the Ulster Irish land.  John Jr. arrived in Philadelphia about 1771 with 

his father, both as indentured servants to Thomas Proctor.  He was but six years 

of age. 

 

Little did they realize that the association would take them to the frontier and 

with it, the cutting edge of history.  By 1774, their indenturtude finished, John Jr. 

was living in Westmoreland County performing the chores of a typical frontier 

youth on his father’s farm.  One year later, when John Adams Jr. was ten years of 

age, “the shot that was heard around the world” reverberated through the 

forests of Pennsylvania.   Initially, the war was distant, and young John and his 
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father were likely preoccupied working hard to carve out a new life in the 

wilderness.    John Jr.  would have long since  put aside the toys of children and 

would have been doing a young man's work; hauling water, gathering 

firewood, feeding the animals, helping till the fields and harvest the crops.  

Hunting, fishing and trapping were done, not for sport, but for survival. 

Survival on the frontier was harsh and John would have been required to do 

his share. 

 

We can suppose that John Jr. and his father would have visited nearby 

Hannastown in those days. They may have seen the famous flag of the Proctor 

Battalion with its coiled snake and motto “Don’t Tread on me”. “Don’t Tread on 

Me”! These were the sentiments of the immigrant Ulster Scots who were fierce in 

the defense of their new found and hard fought liberties.  These independent 

sentiments and defiance for tyranny, so representative of the Scotch Irish 

settlers, were nurtured in John Jr. and instilled within his character. 

 

In 1778, the frontier became ever so more dangerous.  That year, Loyalists and 

Iroquois Indians massacred frontier settlers both in Pennsylvania and New 

York. Continental units from Pennsylvania and Virginia were sent to Pittsburgh 

in preparation for military operations.  We can only imagine what may have been 

in the mind of thirteen-year-old John Jr. as he witnessed the activity of the militia 

and felt the increasing threat of the British and Indian forces coming close to 

his home.  Apprehension, excitement, fear, duty, anxiety... these were the emotions 

no doubt invoked by the coming of war to the Pennsylvania frontier. 

 

With the militia guarding the forts, or on ranging parties, many settlers 

neglected their agricultural activities while others settlers left their western 

homes and returned to safer havens east of the mountains.   With so little 
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manpower, John would have been required to work even harder at his daily 

chores.  The remaining families often gathered in groups in one cabin or fort 

and barricaded themselves against attack.  Because of the interruption from 

their agricultural pursuits, everyone, including John and his father, would 

have been living a meager existence.   

 

From 1778 to 1782, there was scarcely a family within the limits of the county that 

had bread sufficient to subsist on from fall till spring.   Much of their livestock 

was destroyed or stolen.  Despite the settler’s vigilance, there was scarcely a 

week that some depredation such as robbing and plundering, was not 

committed.  Men, women and children were taken prisoners and carried away. 

Nothing was heard from them for months or years, and often they were never 

heard of again.  I am sure that John found himself fortunate to have not been a 

victim of one of the many Indian raiding parties, but he would have surely 

known other friends and neighbors less fortunate and he would have been 

saddened. Life in Westmoreland County was unpredictable.  This was the perilous 

world where our young patriot, John, lived. In 1781, the reality of war on the 

frontier became more apparent to young John when his father mustered into 

the Westmoreland County Militia as a member of Capt. John Conwell’s Rangers.  

Now, the war was personal.  One year later, John’s father volunteered for the 

Sandusky Expedition and followed Colonel Crawford in what would turn out 

to be a disastrous campaign by the British and their Indian Allies.  John Jr., then 16 

years of age, was left at home.  We can surmise, like all 16 year olds, he was 

probably anxious to follow his father into the militia, but for whatever reason 

was denied that opportunity.  We can imagine that as the only surviving child of 

John Sr. that his father may have understood the risk, and would have done his 

best to leave his son at home.  John would have suffered the anxiety of his 

father’s absence during the expedition, but surely, would have been relieved 



146 

 

when John Sr returned home safely, having lost his horse, saddle, and sundries, 

but unlike other less fortunate survivors, who were scalped or captured and 

burnt alive.  Those that joined the militia in those days were known later in 

history as “The Best Men of Westmoreland” and indeed these were the “Best men”.   

 

The war was winding down in the east but on the frontier... the battle was far 

from over.  There was a cry for vengeance after the Sandusky Expedition and a 

popular ballad calling for retribution would have reached John’s ears.  The 

ballad was cried like this... 

 

“Now, from East unto West, let it be understood 

Let everyone arise to revenge Crawford’s blood 

And likewise the blood of these men of renown 

That were taken and burnt at the Sandusky town” 

 

 

As 1781 marked a disastrous year for the militia, 1782 was even worse.  It was 

known as the “Year of Blood" in Westmoreland County.  Indian hostiles were at a 

critical level.  Despite the watchfulness of the settlers, more than 100 Seneca 

warriors and about 60 Canadian rangers attacked and destroyed 

Hannastown.  The war was long in coming to the frontier.  It would be longer 

in leaving.  

In 1783, at 18 years of age, John Jr. stepped forward and joined ranks with his 

father’s Ranger unit serving as a private.   That same year, the Treaty of Paris was 

signed in September and later ratified in January of 1784.  News of these events 

would have been slow in coming to the frontier.  In Westmoreland County 

hostilities continued.  Indian skirmishes were still common.  As a member of the 

Rangers, John Jr. and the others in his unit stood as vigilant sentinels to ensure 

the safety of the settlements.  The Indians had been stirred to action by the 

British and would remain troublesome for the frontiersman for some time to 

come.  
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Details of the exploits of Private John Adams as a member of that unit have been 

lost to history.  However, we can be assured that as he heard the cadence of the 

martial drum and marched forward at the quick step... he did his duty!  

 

Private Adams was a hero, for indeed, every man or woman who serves in the 

armed forces in the cause of liberty can be deemed such.  John Adams Jr. was 

destined to be a member of a new generation, a generation of “Nation Makers”. 

 

Finally, the war subsided on the frontier.  Patriot Adams, in the tradition of all 

citizen soldiers, returned to his home.  The end of the war marked a new era for 

America.  After a period of economic difficulties, the early 19
th

 century found 

Americans on the move...seeking prosperity, land and opportunity.  In 1787 when 

John Jr. was 22, he married Margaret Hall.  In 1788, he acquired his Commonwealth 

of Pennsylvania Land Warrant that he named "Superior", immediately north of 

his father's "Eden" property in Washington Township of Westmoreland County.  In 

1795, John Jr. purchased his father's property.  Then in 1797, like other pioneers 

seeking prosperity and land, John Adams purchased his first 200 acres of land in 

Centre Township of Butler County. 

  

In 1799 John's Father passed away and was buried at the Polk Run Presbyterian 

Church in Westmoreland County.  

 

By 1800, John Adams, Jr. moved and settled in then, Centre, now Clay, Township, of 

Butler County.  John became an industrious farmer, raising crops, owning 

livestock and building his home, windmill  and farm. He was content with the 

newfound liberties that came with the isolation of frontier life.  I am sure that 

he did not realize that it was the destiny of his generation... to become a 

generation of “Nation Makers.” 
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John became prosperous. His economic success was indicative of his Scottish 

frugality, resilience and tenacity.  John was planting more than crops of corn 

and wheat; he was planting the seeds of civilization.  He had become a “Nation 

Builder” 

 

We do not know the many details of John Adams' life in early America but we do 

know what it was like on the Western Pennsylvania frontier.  As we look about 

West Sunbury today and see modern homes, athletic fields and fishing ponds, it is 

difficult for us to imagine the wild verdant wilderness that would have been so 

much a part of John Adams Jr's' life.  The land was dangerous and full of peril.  

Indians, wild beasts, and even neighboring Loyalists posed a threat. The harsh 

winters and the elements of nature made life difficult to endure.  Everyday 

survival required skill, determination, physical courage, vigilance and good 

marksmanship.  Yet, frontiersman like John displayed and exemplified the rugged 

individualism, strength of character and discipline of their Ulster Scott 

ancestry.  Western Pennsylvania was part of the American frontier and John was 

indeed...a pioneer.  

 

Finally, we know that Patriot Adams was a man with compassion.  He was a family 

man, a caring husband and father.  He and his first wife Margaret had eight 

children.  After Margaret’s passing before 1820, John then married Anabell 

Wasson Thompson, recently widowed after an Indian skirmish.  John’s family 

grew as he and Annabel had an additional twelve children.  John also was 

stepfather to the four Thompson children.  

 

John Adams' life is the story of an American frontier family whose experiences 

and beginnings in the Old World became a colonial adventure that would 
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inevitably become part of the great American experiment of representative 

democracy.  John’s story is a personal story.  It exemplifies the struggle of the 

individual American frontiersman in his quest for freedom, liberty and 

independence. 

 

Today, we dedicate a marker, a memorial to John Adams Jr., Private, a member of 

Conwell’s Rangers, Westmoreland Militia.  May it serve as a symbol of his bravery, 

his principled life, and of his undying devotion to the cause of  liberty.  Let it also 

serve as a reminder to all of us that the cause of liberty requires sacrifice by 

each succeeding generation.   

Let us pray that future generations emulate the selfless devotion of this Patriot 

hero, John Adams Jr., one of the ...“Best Men of Westmoreland. 

 

  

 

 

 

Compatriot Vaughn Paul Adams, Jr., PhD. 

28 May, 2011 

 

Sons of the American Revolution 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Grave Site Marking Memorial Service 

West Sunbury Union Cemetery 

West Sunbury, Butler County, Pennsylvania 
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Photograph taken by Steve Soley, info@stevesoley.com, 28 May, 2011 

mailto:info@stevesoley.com
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Dwayne Miller, Doug Tapager, Vaughn Adams, Bill McCarrier 

 

 

 
 

Polly Adams receiving the “Don’t Tread On Me” flag 
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Closing Remarks 

 
The included information within this document is based upon many years of research 

undertaken. Any errors herein are singularly mine. I earnestly solicit additional information, 

including corrections. 

 

There are many lingering questions that remain to be examined and answered about John, Jr… 

 

 How his will was finally adjudicated? 

 Why no gravestone of John was ever found? 

 How was his property disposed of after his death? 

 

Perhaps others will cast some enlightenment on these questions in the future. 

  

I trust this document will cast both recognition and enlightenment upon the John Adams' of 

Westmoreland County, Pennsylvania. The Westmoreland Men! Rangers of the Revolutionary 

War...whose early contributions to our country's freedom remain to this day.  

 

It is hoped that in providing recognition of both their service and their lives, it shall be preserved 

by the many families scattered across this world of ours. 

 

The John Adams' of Westmoreland were both Nation Builders...and their legacy lives 

prominently onward.  

 

 


