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Part 1 

 

John Adams, Sr., Generation 7  
 

General Background 
 

The finding and researching of our John Adams has been long and enduring, but edifying 

and rewarding with, the undertaking stretching over 15 years. This account may be in 

essential error if early dates of arrival to the Colonies prove to be incorrect. My initial 

premise shows that John and his son were indentured servants to Thomas Proctor in 1771 

as shown on pages 3-4. 

 

As of this writing the earliest documentation of my Adams family dates back to colonial 

days of pre-revolutionary America. I show our John Adams, Sen’r, (as he wrote) likely 

born about 1730, believed to be married to a Hamilton. His son, John, Jun’r., is shown to 

have been born in Northern Ireland in 1765 according to Butler County historical records. 

This would indicate that John was 35 years old when John was born. John Sen’r, his wife 

and son were all living in Washington Township of Westmoreland County, Pennsylvania 

as indicated both in census and in Revolutionary War records. Land records will indicate 

that John Sr. and his family were living upon this land in 1773 when he was 43 and John 

Jr. was but 8 years of age. There were numerous Indian skirmishes and battles fueled by 

the English that required the building of high walled forts to offer protection for families. 

As farmers, hunters and trappers, the early Presbyterian Scottish pioneers such as the 

Adams’ were highly skilled in the essential requirements of survival. 
 

John and his son both fought in the Revolutionary War for the freedoms we all share 

today. Here presented is what meager, yet valuable, information about his life I have to 

share. 
                                                                             

Apart from the above records, I know very little of John Adams, Sr.  One can surmise 

that he immigrated to the New England Colonies prior to 1771 most likely as a 

Presbyterian indentured servant from the Ulster Plantations in Northern Ireland. Many of 

these “Covenanters”, as they were called, were banished from Lowland Scotland for their 

refusal to adopt the Covenants of the Anglican Church of England extending back as far 

as the mid 1600’s and carried on by subsequent Kings, George II and III. 

 

Many of the Scottish Presbyterian emigrants were apparently inspired to leave Northern 

Ireland because of their pioneering spirit to move on to find and acquire fertile land. The 

rich soils of Pennsylvania offered them this opportunity. Many, such as our Adams’ were 

required to serve a period of indentured servitude in payment of their family’s voyage to 

the Colonies. Others were encouraged to the Colonies when revolution was stirring. 

 

The following historical account well describes Westmoreland County and the role of the 

Scotch-Irish during its early development. 
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Westmoreland County, as it now exists in territory, was settled largely by 

Scotch-Irish and Pennsylvania Dutch. The Scotch-Irish was a sturdy race 

of people in all colonies wherever found. They came from Ireland, but 

their ancestors had originally been the bone and sinew of Scotland before 

they had removed to the Emerald Isle. They were scattered over Western 

Pennsylvania, and were the first to cluster around the forts and 

blockhouses, where they made money by trading in lands, furs, and skins 

and other products, rather than by agricultural pursuits. They lived by 

thrift, rather than by hard labor, yet they did not attempt to live on the 

unpaid labor of others. They were an extremely aggressive and 

independent people who made splendid pioneers in a new country. 

There were also a good many descendants of French Huguenots who, by 

the Edict of Nantes, were driven from their vine-clad houses in France 

because of their religious belief. Many of them had lived so long among 

the European nations surrounding France that they by intermarriage and 

association had lost not only their original tongues but their names, 

though they still retained their distinctive nationalities. Therefore, they not 

infrequently came to America with French names and German, English or 

Swiss tongues. Probably three-fourths of all the settlers who came to 

Westmoreland, however, had for their mother tongue the English 

language. Of the other fourth the German tongue predominated. Our early 

settlers were in their make-up not unlike the people in other parts of the 

state, which is extremely heterogeneous. This was due to the fact that the 

policy of the Province had been, even from the days of William Penn, its 

founder, that men of all shades of political and religious belief in Europe 

or elsewhere should find a welcome home among our hills. 

The Scotch-Irish very soon obtained control of our public affairs in 

Westmoreland County, as, indeed, they did of almost every colony or 

province in which they settled. They designated their coming here as a 

"settlement among the Broadrims," a term applied to Pennsylvanians 

because of the shape of their hats. More of them came to Pennsylvania 

than to any other section of America. About the time our country was 

opening up to settlers, they fled from a series of domestic troubles in 

Ireland. Prominent among these were high rents and peculiarly oppressive 

actions on the part of the landowners. The landed estates in Ireland, it will 

be remembered, were almost entirely owned by lords, dukes and nobles, 

who lived in London, and this metropolis was then the center of a most 

profligate and spendthrift age and race, to keep up with which high rents 

and oppressive measures seemed to be necessary. Here in Western 

Pennsylvania land was cheap and plenty, and here they came in untold 

numbers. With them came many from Philadelphia, Chester, Lancaster, 

Berks, Bucks, York and Cumberland counties, these latter actuated mainly 

by that progressive westward moving spirit so common in America, and 
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which has since filled the western states with a thrifty and intelligent 

population. 

The Scotch-Irish adhered to the Calvinistic religion, and they had a 

personality strong enough to very largely impress it upon their new 

neighbors. There were, indeed, an intellectual and steadfast people. They 

were not only independent, but were shrewd, industrious and ambitious. 

They very readily became Americanized, perhaps more so than any other 

settlers. They had no strict nationality to forget, nor sympathetic national 

feelings to unlearn. There was no pure Celtic blood in their veins. They 

had no nation which bound them as purely their own. The songs of Robert 

Burns, which made the Scotchman forever loyal to his native heather, had 

no special music for them, nor did the memory of any song learned in 

childhood from the lips of an Irish mother fill them with patriotism and 

glory, or draw them from the New back to the Old World. The Shamrock, 

to which the true sons of Erin are universally loyal, had no tender  

memoried mystic cord interest to them. They were no more attached to 

Ireland than the Hebrew were to Egypt by their long sojourn there, or 

than the Puritans were to Holland, from whence they came to America in 

1620. The pure Irish are loyal to the mystic traditions of their 

hearthstones in whatever nation they may be found. The pure Scotch weep 

as readily on the banks of the Mississippi, as in Scotland, over the chant of 

"Bonnie Doon”. But the Scotch-Irish remembered Ireland only as a place 

of a severe and temporary tenantry. These characteristics made them 

excessively independent, if not arrogant, in the New World, and gave them 

power to impress their identity on, if not to govern, any community in 

which they settled. They and their deeds of heroism in America have 

received the highest measure of praise by their friends, while their 

enemies have apparently, with equal reason, held them up to bitterest 

ridicule. They always looked down on the Puritans and Quakers who, in 

turn, despised them. They abhorred the Pennsylvania Dutch, and yet from 

the beginning to the end they ruled Quaker, Puritan and Dutchman with a 

rod of iron.  

Ref: History of Westmoreland County, Albert, 1882, Volume1, Chapter 8, pp. 116-

121, Published in 1999 by the Westmoreland County Pennsylvania Genealogy 

Project. http://www.pa- roots.com/~   

Indenture of John Adams, Sr. and John Adams, Jr. 

 

There is both record and reason to believe that John Adams and his son gained passage to 

the Colonies as indentured servants. The following record is available from the U.S. 

Federal Census indexes (and other related census indexes) for Pennsylvania from 1772 to 

1890.   

 

There is no reference specifically to a wife of John, Sr. However a female is shown with 

John, Sr. in the 1790 Federal Census. (See 1790 Census Record, pages 19-20.) This 
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female may have been a housekeeper and not his wife. John, Jr., his wife (Margaret) and 

two daughters are also shown in this census record. 

 

 

Pennsylvania Census, 1772-1890  

U.S. Federal Census indexes (and other related census indexes) for Pennsylvania 

from 1772 to 1890  

Name                              State         County                    Township                     Year  

  

JOHN ADAMS  (Jr.) *     PA         Philadelphia      County Indentures                  1772   

JOHN ADAMS  (Sr.)*     PA         Philadelphia      County Indentures                  1773   

* Added by author 
 

Name: John Adams, Jr. 

Date: 29 Jul 1772 

Residence: Philadelphia 

Occupation: Apprentice, taught house carpenter's trade, found meat, drink, washing and 

lodging; time to go to evening school two quarters each winter, the father paying the 

expense of the schooling. 

Whom Indentured: Thomas Proctor and his assigns. 

Term: 3 yrs., 9 mo. 3 d. 
Ref: Philadelphia PA. Indentures, 1771-1773 

 

If this indeed is our John, Jr., he would have been seven years old at time of indenture, 

almost eleven at close of term in 1776. The 1790 census shows John Adams, Sr. and Jr. 

both residing in Washington Township of Westmoreland County. They are the only 

Adams' shown in Washington Township of Westmoreland County, Pennsylvania. 

 

The above records match for John Sr. and his son, John. John Jr.'s indenture may have 

been initiated first to allow for schooling to commence due to his age. There is no further 

explanation provided. 

 

The indenturtude was likely carried out on Westmoreland County property overseen by 

Thomas Proctor (and his assigns). While there is some conjecture here, John Adams, Sr. 

was required to pay back taxes on the land granted to him for his wartime service because 

he had lived upon this land with his son during wartime service and prior to actual land 

ownership. Thomas Proctor would likely have signed the Indenturtude papers in 

Philadelphia, where the transport ship arrived from their departure in Ulster, Ireland.    

 

Notes on Thomas Procter 
Pennsylvania German Society Records 
Indentured to Thomas Proctor and his assigns, residence at Philadelphia 

  William Davies 3-27-1772, 3 years 

  James Smith 7-1-1772, six yrs, 1 mo., 14 d. 

  John Adams 7-29-1772, 3 yrs., 9 mo., 3 d      

  Jane Proctor 10-16-1772, 14 yrs, 5 mo., 3 w. 

  James Magill, 10-22-1772, 1 yr., 3 mo. 

  Anna Margaret Konckerlin, 12-29-1772, 8 yrs. 
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  William Crooke, 7-26-1773, 5 yrs. 

  William Crooke, 9-1-1773, 5 yrs, 

   

"Col. Thomas Proctor, a native of Longford, Ireland, who raised the 

first regiment of artillery in Pennsylvania. Its muster rolls contain 

the names of a long number of "natives of Ireland." 

 
Ref: "Irish Settlers in America" by Michael J. O'Brien, Genealogical Publishing Co., 1979, p. 353 

 
 

Additional notes on Thomas Proctor: 
 

Francis PROCTOR descendants: Bucks county, PA 
 

2.  THOMAS2 PROCTOR (FRANCIS1)4,5,6,7,8,9 was born 1739 in Longford 

Co., Ireland, and died  

March 16, 1806.  He married (1) UNKNOWN. He married (2) MARY FOX 10 

December 31, 1766.   

She died July 15, 1789. He married (3) SARAH ANN HUSSEY10.  She died 

March 23, 1804 in Philadelphia. 

 

Notes for THOMAS PROCTOR: 

1775 - Commissioned Captain 1st Company Pennsylvania Artillery, 27th 

October. 

1776 - Commissioned Major Pennsylvania Artillery Battalion, 14th 

August. 

1777 to 1781- Commissioned Colonel 4th Continental Artillery, 5th 

February to 18th April,1781, and took part in battles of Trenton, 

Brandywine, Chadd's Ford and Germantown.  

May 1777- Col. Thomas Proctor's character was cleared of false 

insinuations by William Ritchie who publicly retracted his statements. 

1777-78 - Wintered in Valley Forge. 

1779- Detailed to do service with Gen. Sullivan in his campaign against 

the Six Nations of Indians in Wyoming. 

Resignation: April 18, 1781. 

1783-1785 - Sheriff of Philadelphia. 

1793 - Governor Mifflin commissioned him as Brigadier General of the 

Pennsylvania troops and marched against the whiskey insurgents at the 

head of the first brigade. He then became Major-General of the Militia 

of the City of Philadelphia. (Encyclopedia of American Biography) 

 

Ref: Family History: Francis PROCTOR descendants: Bucks County, PA 
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The War of the Revolution 

 

On April 19, 1775 Massachusetts Minute Men fired the "shot heard 'round the world", 

and reverberated loudly within the hilly, Appalachian forests of Pennsylvania.  This 

marked the beginning of the American Revolutionary War.  Eight years later, on  

19 April 1783, General Washington's General Order ending the Revolutionary War was 

read to all troops. The reading of the General Order was followed by the Chaplains 

rendering thanks to almighty God for all His mercies, and marked the official ending of 

the American Revolutionary War. The conflict was hardly over however, and raging 

uprisings and battles continued on for years afterward with much hardship and 

bloodshed.  

 

Both John and his son fought under the 4th Battalion, under Capt. William Conwell's 2nd 

Company's command. Both are listed as Privates with the Westmoreland Militia as 

Rangers. See Rangers on the Frontiers 1778-1783, Page 12. 

Many Patriots acquired land as partial 

payment for their service in the War of 

the Rebellion against England. The 

Colonies had little else to offer after the 

War. John Adams, Sr., however, had 

settled upon his Westmoreland acreage 

prior to his and his son’s active service 

time of Militia duty. John died in 1799, 

presumably on his homestead, "...a tract 

of land called Eden, situate on the 

waters of Beaver Run, Washington 

Township, (formerly Salem) 

Westmoreland County, Pennsylvania”.  

Ref: Eden Land Survey, see page 14. 

When researching Pennsylvania land it 

is imperative to know the date of 

interest. For example, Westmoreland 

County, Pennsylvania was made in 1773 

from Bedford County which was made 

in 1771 from Cumberland, made in 1750 

from Lancaster County, Pennsylvania, 

and made in 1729 from Chester County,  

Pennsylvania.  Portions of Salem Township      Historical Forts of Westmoreland Co. 

were later embraced by Washington      Ref: Westmoreland County Historical Society  

Township.                                     
                                                                                              

John Adams, Sr. and his son both fought in this War for their freedom and that which we 

all share and enjoy this day. Here presented is what meager yet valuable information 

about his life I have found to share. Unfortunately, I do not have record as to why…or 
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how…these actions were taken. We do not have specific oral history to enlighten our 

understanding of the nature and character of these men and women we now call our 

family ancestors.  I dearly wish we had more personal records of these early pioneers’ 

lives.  

 

However, one belief that I am most certain of, is that we should attempt to find and honor 

those who gave their toil and lives for the freedoms we now enjoy. I therefore take great 

satisfaction in this small contribution of finding and reporting of our early John Adams'.  

I am grateful to the archivists and scribes that have preserved the records we have 

available today. Furthermore, I want to state my appreciation for the countless hours that 

the Butler County Genealogical Society's volunteer transcribers expended in making 

available on their website the 1883 and 1895 History of Butler County, Pennsylvania.  
 

 

Passenger and Immigration Lists Index, 1500s-1900s about John Adams  

Name: John Adams 

Year: 1781 

Place: Pennsylvania 

Source Publication Code: 9680 

Primary Immigrant: Adams, John 

Source Bibliography: WESTCOTT, THOMPSON. Names of Persons Who Took the Oath of 

Allegiance to the State of Pennsylvania between the Years 1777-1789.... 

Philadelphia: Campbell, 1865. 145p. Reprinted by Genealogical Publishing 

Co., Baltimore, 1965. 

Page: 28 

  
 

 

http://www.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~pabutler/1883/ 

Ref: Source Citation: Place: Pennsylvania; Year: 1781; Page Number: 28. 

 

Gale Research. Passenger and Immigration Lists Index, 1500s-1900s [database on-line]. Provo, UT, USA: 

Ancestry.com Operations, Inc, 2010.  

 

Original data: Filby, P. William, ed. Passenger and Immigration Lists Index, 1500s-1900s. Farmington Hills, MI, 

USA: Gale Research, 2010.  Description:   Updated annually, this database is an index to passengers who arrived 

in United States and Canadian ports from the 1500s through the 1900s. It contains listings of approximately 

4,838,000 individuals and references thousands of different records compiled from everything from original 

passenger lists to personal diaries. For each individual listed, you may find the following information: name, 

age, year and place of arrival, and the source of the record.  

 

http://www.ancestry.com/search/db.aspx?dbid=7486&enc=1
http://www.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~pabutler/1883/
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The following are some of the Revolutionary War Records of John Adams, Sr. I was 

pleased to find available from the Archives Records Information Access System, ARIAS. 
                                               

 

John Adams, Sr.’s Active Duty War Record, 1781 
Ref: ARIAS, the Archives Records Information Access System 

                                 
 

John Adams, Sr.’s Active Duty War Record, Issued 1785 
                           Ref: ARIAS, the Archives Records Information Access System 

http://www.digitalarchives.state.pa.us/archive.asp
http://www.digitalarchives.state.pa.us/archive.asp
http://www.digitalarchives.state.pa.us/archive.asp
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The entry, "Active Duty", indicates that the soldier saw active duty in either the 

Pennsylvania Militia or the Pennsylvania Line while "Inactive Duty" indicates that the 

soldier did not necessarily see active duty.  “Associators” were volunteers who 

comprised the Military Association, a civilian reserve designed to repel any invasion of 

Pennsylvania until the collapse of the Association in the winter of 1776-1777.  

 

The Pennsylvania Militia was organized under an Act of the Assembly of  

17 March 1777 that required compulsory enrollment by constables of all able-bodied 

white males between the ages of 18 and 53 to repel invaders. The "Flying Camps" were 

special battalions of Pennsylvania Line troops recruited from the Pennsylvania 

Associators.  

 

Rangers were soldiers who served long periods of enlistment to protect the frontier 

against Indian incursions.  Entries for Depreciation Pay Certificates applied to soldiers 

who served from 1777-1780 when the currency was depreciating and were paid in 

Continental Bills of Credit that quickly lost value.  

 

To compensate for such depreciation, each soldier of the Pennsylvania Line who 

remained in service in 1781 was awarded a substantial sum in Depreciation Pay 

Certificates which were both interest bearing and negotiable. In addition, at the end of 

the war arrears and allowances due were met by issuing to each soldier still in service a 

number of interest-bearing final settlements called Pierce's Certificates (named after the 

paymaster who dispensed them).  

 

Some cards show a certificate number that relates to the Militia Loan of 1784-1785. This 

loan was established to pay individuals for services and goods provided during the 

Revolutionary War that had not been reimbursed at that time. Note that not all certificate 

numbers give additional information.  

 
Ref: Revolutionary War Military Abstract Card File- Series # 13.50  
 

The Sandusky Expedition, led by Col. William 

Crawford was made up of men from the Washington 

and Westmoreland county militias.  John Adams, Sr. 

served in the battalion, Westmoreland County militia, 

approved by General William Irwin of the western 

department at Fort Pitt.  John, Sr. lost his horse, saddle, 

bridle and sundries on this expedition. See John’s 

Active War Record, 1781, on page 8. Since a truce was 

not signed until late September 1782 after the siege of 

Fort Henry at Wheeling, West Virginia, the Sandusky 

Expedition was a vital part of the Revolutionary War 

in the west.    

 

       Col. William Crawford 
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The Sandusky Expedition   

The overthrow of this brave little army, who traversed the wilderness, with 

their ill fated commander in search of their savage enemies, is well known; 

and their last scene of action has now become familiar to all who are 

acquainted with this section of the state of Ohio. It lies on the Sandusky 

plains, about 2 ½ miles north of Upper Sandusky. 

 

The morning after the defeat, Col. Crawford was taken by a scouting party 

of the Indians, and led in triumph to their encampment, on Tomochte creek, 

about 3 miles west of  

 Sandusky river, where among a very extensive assemblage of Indians he 

was prepared for the torture. He was fastened to a tree by a grape vine; the 

vine being first tied around his neck, and then around the tree, so as to give 

him an opportunity of walking round a small distance from it; a circle of 

burning coals was then placed at a proper distance from the tree for him to 

walk upon; this fiery circle the intrepid commander was compelled to 

traverse barefooted. This however, did not elicit so much as a groan, or a 

sigh, which much exasperated his enemies; as it is well known that nothing 

is so pleasing to them as to see their victim shrink from the torture. After 

trying in vain for some time to subdue the dauntless spirit of the hero, one 

of the Indians indignantly seized upon him and tore off his scalp. But still 

unsubdued he continued to traverse the burning circle with a firm and 

dignified step looking defiance upon the savage host that surrounded him. 

At length one of the chiefs in a rage at the unexampled hardiness of the 

dauntless warrior, seized a large fire brand and placing it upon his skinless 

head, held it there for a time; when (probably from the heat communicating 

with the brain) he fell and instantly expired. 

 

Thus perished the gallant Crawford, the early friend and companion of 

Washington. This story is well authenticated, by the white persons who 

were suffered to survive that fatal event, and were present at the scene of 

their commander’s suffering; and also by many of the old Indians who still 

inhabit the neighborhood. The place where this tragical scene was acted is 

distinctly pointed out by them, even the tree to which he was fastened is still 

standing. Such transactions should never be obliterated from the memory 

of the American people. It would not perhaps be an improper use if a small 

sum of money should be expended in erecting a monument, in 

commemoration of the event. 

Further personal info on Col Crawford: 

 

He was the son of William Crawford and Honora Grimes, who were 

farmers of Scots-Irish ancestry. After his father's death in 1736, his mother 

married Richard Stephenson. Crawford had a younger brother, Valentine 
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Crawford,  five half-brothers, and one half-sister.  His son, John Crawford, 

his son-in-law William Harrison, and his nephew and namesake William 

Crawford joined the Sandusky expedition with Col. Crawford. His nephew 

and son-in-law were also captured and executed. 

 

In 1982, the site of Colonel Crawford's execution was added to the 

National Register of Historic Places. In 1994, the Wyandot County 

Patriotic Citizens erected an 8.5 ft (2.6 m) Berea sandstone monument to 

commemorate the site. The Ohio Historical Society also has a historical 

marker nearby. Crawford County, Ohio and Crawford County, 

Pennsylvania are named for him (as well as possibly Crawford Co. Indiana 

and Crawford Co., Illinois) 

 

Ref. Wikipedia.org 
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Ref: Pennsylvania Archives, Series 3, Vol XXIII, Rangers on the Frontiers,     

1778-1783, Page 316 (Footnote Source) See William Conwell's Company 

See John Adams, (and Son,) Above  
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John Adams, Sr. Land Purchases 

 

In 1785, two years after the war, John Sr., was granted a tract of land called Eden, which 

consisted of some 310 acres and 140 perches of land located originally in Salem 

Township of Westmoreland County in the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania. Salem later 

became part of Washington Township. John apparently had lived upon this land but with 

no land title as early as 1772, three years prior to the starting of the war.  

 

The warrant that John received on 5 February 1785 indicated that interest was “to 

commence 1 March 1772 on the 300 acres of land including his improvement on a branch 

of Beaver Run adjoining James Bowel, Samuel McCulloch and others.” John paid the 

sum of eleven pounds and eight pence for the property and was required to have a survey 

conducted, which was completed on 26 October 1785. Note that the “eleven pounds and 

eight pence” that John paid was considerably less than the stated rate of “ten pounds per 

hundred acres” The monetary difference was the result of 200 acres given to John for his 

service as a Private in the Pennsylvania Militia.  

 

See also: Bockstruck, L. D., Revolutionary War Bounty Land Grants Awarded by State 

Governments, p. 2, 1996. The land was warranted and “in witness whereof, his 

Excellency, John Dickinson, Esquire, President of the Supreme Executive Council, 

hath hereunto set his Hand and caused the Seal of the said Commonwealth to be 

affixed the 5
th

 Day of February in the year 1785”.  
 

Given the date of the early Westmoreland land occupation by John Adams, Sr. and his 

son, namely, 1772, there is reason to believe their Indenturtude to Thomas Proctor may 

have included work settling on the very land John ultimately received from his 

Revolutionary War service. The indenture was generally for approximately four years 

and started in 1771. This four year time period would have included pre-war service for 

John, Sr.  John, Jr. would have been only six years of age at this time. 

 

Thomas Proctor was most active in recruiting Ulster Scots to assist in building up 

manpower reserve for the Colonies for the impending later conflict with England. 

Unfortunately, there is no concrete validation for this assertion. 

 

John Adams, Sr. Land Warrant, 20 March 1768 for 395 acres, 

Washington Twp., Westmoreland Co. 
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John Adams, Sr., land survey of “Eden” dated 26 October 1785 

 
Patent Book No. 12 page 355, Pennsylvania Archives, Harrisburg, Pennsylvania 

Warranted 5 February 1785, Patented 14 December 1787 

Graphic format courtesy of Kenton Douglas Adams 
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John Dickinson’s signature and the Seal of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania both 

appear on the John Adams' Warrant. Dickinson, a noted figure of American Revolution 

distinction, is described in the following excerpt: 

 

A Brief Biography of John Dickinson (1732-1808)  

Dickenson has correctly been called the "Penman of the Revolution" by later 

historians. But his activities extended for two decades into the life of the new 

republic, years in which Dickinson's contributions were many. Dickinson's career 

began with his election to the Assembly in the Lower Counties (of Delaware) in 

1759. Then, as a Pennsylvania legislator, he represented that colony at the Stamp 

Act Congress and later, until July 1776, in the Continental Congress.  

In 1767 as the "farmer" he became America's first native political hero: the 

outstanding harbinger of American protest against arbitrary British measures 

and a true defender of liberty. Patience Wright modeled him in wax: Paul Revere 

engraved his likeness copied from an earlier Philadelphia print. Nor was 

Dickinson’s reputation provincial. British leaders and those on the continent 

knew him as well. His opposition to independence in July 1776 brought 

vilification by his political adversaries but did not keep Pierre Eugene Du 

Simitiere in 1779 from drawing his profile as one of the thirteen American 

celebrities of the Revolution.  

Having left the Continental Congress for military service, Dickinson was not 

returned to that body by Pennsylvania. Instead Delaware elected him its 

congressional delegate, but he did not agree to serve until 1779. In 1781 he 

became president (governor) of Delaware, and the following year, having 

returned to political favor, he was chosen president of the Supreme Executive 

Council of Pennsylvania. At the conclusion of his term in Pennsylvania, he moved 

back to Delaware and took up residence at Wilmington.  

Ref: Text prepared by Marianne Bouman 

for From Revolution to Reconstruction - an .HTML project 

http://odur.let.rug.nl/~usa/B/jdickenson/johnd1.htm 

 

The land acquired by John after the warrant was signed was surveyed by John Moore and 

approved by John Lukens, Esq., the then Surveyor General. Both the Warrant and the 

Survey are shown below.  

 

The Warrant was the document that issued the land received from the State, i.e., The 

Pennsylvania Commonwealth, to those who qualified for such a land grant based upon 

their American Revolution War service. This land was required to have a Registered 

Surveyor survey and record the land description and be approved by the Surveyor 

General. 

 

The excellent document retention, maintenance and retrieval of archived records have 

proved to be invaluable in our pursuit of early our Adams family. Without these 

http://odur.let.rug.nl/~usa/E/sugar_stamp/actxx.htm
http://odur.let.rug.nl/~usa/E/sugar_stamp/actxx.htm
http://odur.let.rug.nl/~usa/D/1751-1775/townshend/dickII.htm
http://odur.let.rug.nl/~usa/B/jdickenson/johnd1.htm
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documents little substantively would be known of our John Adams'.  
 

Land Warrant for John Adams, Sr., signed and sealed by John Dickinson 5 

February 1785 

 

The names shown on the above survey list the adjacent property owners; Robert 

Robinson, Samuel McCulloch and James Bowels and are all named in the 1790 

Washington Township, Westmoreland County, Pennsylvania early census records. A full 

listing of this Census is located on pages 19-20 of this chapter. The vacant land to the 

north of this property survey was later acquired by John’s son, John Adams, Jr. though a 

land grant provided for John Jr's Revolutionary War service as a private, also in the 

Pennsylvania Militia.  

 

John Adams, Jr.'s Warrant for his land was granted 26 February 1788 and shows his land 

bounded by his father’s land to the Southwest and William Guthrie’s land to the 

southeast. This tract of land measured 156 Acres and 60 perches plus a six percent 

allowance presumably for roadway access. The combined plot that John, Jr. acquired is 

shown at the end of this section as the aerial map of the Adams’ Land superimposed on a 

2004 land survey map (page 30). 

Many Patriots acquired land as partial payment for their service in the War of the 

Rebellion against England. The Colonies had little else to offer after the War. John 

Adams, Sen’r, however, had settled upon his Westmoreland acreage prior to his and his 

son’s active service time of Militia duty. John died in 1799, presumably on his homestead, 

Eden, “situate on the waters of Beaver Run, Washington Township, and Westmoreland 

County, Pennsylvania.”  
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John Adams, Jr. Land Grant acquired through his Revolutionary War Efforts. 

The land was bounded to the North Property line of his Father’s property. 

 

 

The 1790 census shows John Sr., living with an adult female, presumably his wife, but 

with no indication of her name. If this was his wife, perhaps a Hamilton, she may have 

died between 1790 and 1799 as there was no mention of a wife in John’s will, where 

provisions would have ordinarily been made. John Adams, Sr.’s Will was also found at 

the Westmoreland County Courthouse and affirms a close relationship with John 

Hamilton, Esq., who administrated John’s will. The relationship between John's wife and 

John Hamilton has not definitively been made. However, since son, John, was 34 years of 

age when his father wrote his will, Hamilton was likely either a family member and/or a 

close church parishioner to John, Sr. at the Poke Run Presbyterian Church. 
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Original 1790 United States Federal Census     

Washington Township, Westmoreland County Pennsylvania 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

* 

** 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 (See John Adams, Sr. and Jr. under Washington Township) * 

*John, Sen'r and wife (?)    ** John, Jun'r, Wife Margaret Hall and Daughter, Elizabeth 

 

 

  



20 

 

1790 United States Federal Census (Reformatted)  

Washington Township, Westmoreland County, Pennsylvania 

 A Partial Listing 

 

Name          Township  County          State       Year 
John, Jun’r Adams Washington, Westmoreland, PA 1790  

John, Sen’r Adams Washington, Westmoreland, PA 1790  

Joseph Alexander Washington, Westmoreland, PA 1790  

George Ammon Washington, Westmoreland, PA 1790  

Abraham Anderson Washington, Westmoreland, PA 1790  

Adam Anderson Washington, Westmoreland, PA 1790  

John Anderson Washington, Westmoreland, PA 1790  

John Bash Washington, Westmoreland, PA 1790  

Martin Bash Washington, Westmoreland, PA 1790  

Jas Bear Washington, Westmoreland, PA 1790  

John Beatty Washington, Westmoreland, PA 1790  

Saml Beatty Washington, Westmoreland, PA 1790  

Wm Beatty Washington, Westmoreland, PA 1790  

Richard Bennet Washington, Westmoreland, PA 1790  

James Blair Washington, Westmoreland, PA 1790  

James Boyl Washington, Westmoreland, PA 1790  

Wm Bruer Washington, Westmoreland, PA 1790  

John Bryny Washington, Westmoreland, PA 1790  

Jno Campbell Washington, Westmoreland, PA 1790  

John Campbell Washington, Westmoreland, PA 1790  

Adam Carnahan Washington, Westmoreland, PA 1790  

David Carnahan Washington, Westmoreland, PA 1790  

Charles Chambers Washington, Westmoreland, PA 1790  

James Chambers Washington, Westmoreland, PA 1790  

Jean Chambers Washington, Westmoreland, PA 1790  

Wm Clark Washington, Westmoreland, PA 1790  

Hugh Conway Washington, Westmoreland, PA 1790  

James Courtney Washington, Westmoreland, PA 1790  

Thomas Craven Washington, Westmoreland, PA 1790  

James Croser Washington, Westmoreland, PA 1790  

Wm Crutchlow Washington, Westmoreland, PA 1790  

John Curry Washington, Westmoreland, PA 1790  

 

 

  

http://search.ancestry.com/cgi-bin/sse.dll?gsfn=&gsln=&sx=&f5=PA&f4=Westmoreland&f7=Washington&Server=search&DatabaseID=5058&db=1790usfedcen&ti=0&type=p&title=1790+U.S.+Federal+Census&submit.x=64&submit.y=7&gss=angs&indiv=1&fh=0
http://search.ancestry.com/cgi-bin/sse.dll?gsfn=&gsln=&sx=&f5=PA&f4=Westmoreland&f7=Washington&Server=search&DatabaseID=5058&db=1790usfedcen&ti=0&type=p&title=1790+U.S.+Federal+Census&submit.x=64&submit.y=7&gss=angs&indiv=1&fh=1
http://search.ancestry.com/cgi-bin/sse.dll?gsfn=&gsln=&sx=&f5=PA&f4=Westmoreland&f7=Washington&Server=search&DatabaseID=5058&db=1790usfedcen&ti=0&type=p&title=1790+U.S.+Federal+Census&submit.x=64&submit.y=7&gss=angs&indiv=1&fh=2
http://search.ancestry.com/cgi-bin/sse.dll?gsfn=&gsln=&sx=&f5=PA&f4=Westmoreland&f7=Washington&Server=search&DatabaseID=5058&db=1790usfedcen&ti=0&type=p&title=1790+U.S.+Federal+Census&submit.x=64&submit.y=7&gss=angs&indiv=1&fh=3
http://search.ancestry.com/cgi-bin/sse.dll?gsfn=&gsln=&sx=&f5=PA&f4=Westmoreland&f7=Washington&Server=search&DatabaseID=5058&db=1790usfedcen&ti=0&type=p&title=1790+U.S.+Federal+Census&submit.x=64&submit.y=7&gss=angs&indiv=1&fh=4
http://search.ancestry.com/cgi-bin/sse.dll?gsfn=&gsln=&sx=&f5=PA&f4=Westmoreland&f7=Washington&Server=search&DatabaseID=5058&db=1790usfedcen&ti=0&type=p&title=1790+U.S.+Federal+Census&submit.x=64&submit.y=7&gss=angs&indiv=1&fh=5
http://search.ancestry.com/cgi-bin/sse.dll?gsfn=&gsln=&sx=&f5=PA&f4=Westmoreland&f7=Washington&Server=search&DatabaseID=5058&db=1790usfedcen&ti=0&type=p&title=1790+U.S.+Federal+Census&submit.x=64&submit.y=7&gss=angs&indiv=1&fh=6
http://search.ancestry.com/cgi-bin/sse.dll?gsfn=&gsln=&sx=&f5=PA&f4=Westmoreland&f7=Washington&Server=search&DatabaseID=5058&db=1790usfedcen&ti=0&type=p&title=1790+U.S.+Federal+Census&submit.x=64&submit.y=7&gss=angs&indiv=1&fh=7
http://search.ancestry.com/cgi-bin/sse.dll?gsfn=&gsln=&sx=&f5=PA&f4=Westmoreland&f7=Washington&Server=search&DatabaseID=5058&db=1790usfedcen&ti=0&type=p&title=1790+U.S.+Federal+Census&submit.x=64&submit.y=7&gss=angs&indiv=1&fh=8
http://search.ancestry.com/cgi-bin/sse.dll?gsfn=&gsln=&sx=&f5=PA&f4=Westmoreland&f7=Washington&Server=search&DatabaseID=5058&db=1790usfedcen&ti=0&type=p&title=1790+U.S.+Federal+Census&submit.x=64&submit.y=7&gss=angs&indiv=1&fh=9
http://search.ancestry.com/cgi-bin/sse.dll?gsfn=&gsln=&sx=&f5=PA&f4=Westmoreland&f7=Washington&Server=search&DatabaseID=5058&db=1790usfedcen&ti=0&type=p&title=1790+U.S.+Federal+Census&submit.x=64&submit.y=7&gss=angs&indiv=1&fh=10
http://search.ancestry.com/cgi-bin/sse.dll?gsfn=&gsln=&sx=&f5=PA&f4=Westmoreland&f7=Washington&Server=search&DatabaseID=5058&db=1790usfedcen&ti=0&type=p&title=1790+U.S.+Federal+Census&submit.x=64&submit.y=7&gss=angs&indiv=1&fh=11
http://search.ancestry.com/cgi-bin/sse.dll?gsfn=&gsln=&sx=&f5=PA&f4=Westmoreland&f7=Washington&Server=search&DatabaseID=5058&db=1790usfedcen&ti=0&type=p&title=1790+U.S.+Federal+Census&submit.x=64&submit.y=7&gss=angs&indiv=1&fh=12
http://search.ancestry.com/cgi-bin/sse.dll?gsfn=&gsln=&sx=&f5=PA&f4=Westmoreland&f7=Washington&Server=search&DatabaseID=5058&db=1790usfedcen&ti=0&type=p&title=1790+U.S.+Federal+Census&submit.x=64&submit.y=7&gss=angs&indiv=1&fh=13
http://search.ancestry.com/cgi-bin/sse.dll?gsfn=&gsln=&sx=&f5=PA&f4=Westmoreland&f7=Washington&Server=search&DatabaseID=5058&db=1790usfedcen&ti=0&type=p&title=1790+U.S.+Federal+Census&submit.x=64&submit.y=7&gss=angs&indiv=1&fh=14
http://search.ancestry.com/cgi-bin/sse.dll?gsfn=&gsln=&sx=&f5=PA&f4=Westmoreland&f7=Washington&Server=search&DatabaseID=5058&db=1790usfedcen&ti=0&type=p&title=1790+U.S.+Federal+Census&submit.x=64&submit.y=7&gss=angs&indiv=1&fh=15
http://search.ancestry.com/cgi-bin/sse.dll?gsfn=&gsln=&sx=&f5=PA&f4=Westmoreland&f7=Washington&Server=search&DatabaseID=5058&db=1790usfedcen&ti=0&type=p&title=1790+U.S.+Federal+Census&submit.x=64&submit.y=7&gss=angs&indiv=1&fh=16
http://search.ancestry.com/cgi-bin/sse.dll?gsfn=&gsln=&sx=&f5=PA&f4=Westmoreland&f7=Washington&Server=search&DatabaseID=5058&db=1790usfedcen&ti=0&type=p&title=1790+U.S.+Federal+Census&submit.x=64&submit.y=7&gss=angs&indiv=1&fh=17
http://search.ancestry.com/cgi-bin/sse.dll?gsfn=&gsln=&sx=&f5=PA&f4=Westmoreland&f7=Washington&Server=search&DatabaseID=5058&db=1790usfedcen&ti=0&type=p&title=1790+U.S.+Federal+Census&submit.x=64&submit.y=7&gss=angs&indiv=1&fh=18
http://search.ancestry.com/cgi-bin/sse.dll?gsfn=&gsln=&sx=&f5=PA&f4=Westmoreland&f7=Washington&Server=search&DatabaseID=5058&db=1790usfedcen&ti=0&type=p&title=1790+U.S.+Federal+Census&submit.x=64&submit.y=7&gss=angs&indiv=1&fh=19
http://search.ancestry.com/cgi-bin/sse.dll?gsfn=&gsln=&sx=&f5=PA&f4=Westmoreland&f7=Washington&Server=search&DatabaseID=5058&db=1790usfedcen&ti=0&type=p&title=1790+U.S.+Federal+Census&submit.x=64&submit.y=7&gss=angs&indiv=1&fh=20
http://search.ancestry.com/cgi-bin/sse.dll?gsfn=&gsln=&sx=&f5=PA&f4=Westmoreland&f7=Washington&Server=search&DatabaseID=5058&db=1790usfedcen&ti=0&type=p&title=1790+U.S.+Federal+Census&submit.x=64&submit.y=7&gss=angs&indiv=1&fh=21
http://search.ancestry.com/cgi-bin/sse.dll?gsfn=&gsln=&sx=&f5=PA&f4=Westmoreland&f7=Washington&Server=search&DatabaseID=5058&db=1790usfedcen&ti=0&type=p&title=1790+U.S.+Federal+Census&submit.x=64&submit.y=7&gss=angs&indiv=1&fh=22
http://search.ancestry.com/cgi-bin/sse.dll?gsfn=&gsln=&sx=&f5=PA&f4=Westmoreland&f7=Washington&Server=search&DatabaseID=5058&db=1790usfedcen&ti=0&type=p&title=1790+U.S.+Federal+Census&submit.x=64&submit.y=7&gss=angs&indiv=1&fh=23
http://search.ancestry.com/cgi-bin/sse.dll?gsfn=&gsln=&sx=&f5=PA&f4=Westmoreland&f7=Washington&Server=search&DatabaseID=5058&db=1790usfedcen&ti=0&type=p&title=1790+U.S.+Federal+Census&submit.x=64&submit.y=7&gss=angs&indiv=1&fh=24
http://search.ancestry.com/cgi-bin/sse.dll?gsfn=&gsln=&sx=&f5=PA&f4=Westmoreland&f7=Washington&Server=search&DatabaseID=5058&db=1790usfedcen&ti=0&type=p&title=1790+U.S.+Federal+Census&submit.x=64&submit.y=7&gss=angs&indiv=1&fh=25
http://search.ancestry.com/cgi-bin/sse.dll?gsfn=&gsln=&sx=&f5=PA&f4=Westmoreland&f7=Washington&Server=search&DatabaseID=5058&db=1790usfedcen&ti=0&type=p&title=1790+U.S.+Federal+Census&submit.x=64&submit.y=7&gss=angs&indiv=1&fh=26
http://search.ancestry.com/cgi-bin/sse.dll?gsfn=&gsln=&sx=&f5=PA&f4=Westmoreland&f7=Washington&Server=search&DatabaseID=5058&db=1790usfedcen&ti=0&type=p&title=1790+U.S.+Federal+Census&submit.x=64&submit.y=7&gss=angs&indiv=1&fh=27
http://search.ancestry.com/cgi-bin/sse.dll?gsfn=&gsln=&sx=&f5=PA&f4=Westmoreland&f7=Washington&Server=search&DatabaseID=5058&db=1790usfedcen&ti=0&type=p&title=1790+U.S.+Federal+Census&submit.x=64&submit.y=7&gss=angs&indiv=1&fh=28
http://search.ancestry.com/cgi-bin/sse.dll?gsfn=&gsln=&sx=&f5=PA&f4=Westmoreland&f7=Washington&Server=search&DatabaseID=5058&db=1790usfedcen&ti=0&type=p&title=1790+U.S.+Federal+Census&submit.x=64&submit.y=7&gss=angs&indiv=1&fh=29
http://search.ancestry.com/cgi-bin/sse.dll?gsfn=&gsln=&sx=&f5=PA&f4=Westmoreland&f7=Washington&Server=search&DatabaseID=5058&db=1790usfedcen&ti=0&type=p&title=1790+U.S.+Federal+Census&submit.x=64&submit.y=7&gss=angs&indiv=1&fh=30
http://search.ancestry.com/cgi-bin/sse.dll?gsfn=&gsln=&sx=&f5=PA&f4=Westmoreland&f7=Washington&Server=search&DatabaseID=5058&db=1790usfedcen&ti=0&type=p&title=1790+U.S.+Federal+Census&submit.x=64&submit.y=7&gss=angs&indiv=1&fh=31
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John Sr.'s Indenture to his Son, John, Jr. dated August 02, 1795 
Ref:  Westmoreland County Courthouse Ledger, see page 20 
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A property indenture was a recorded document transferring property based upon certain 

stated consideration of money, chattel or services. John sold his land to his son, John, Jr. 
. 

 

 

Grantor/Grantee Recording Index 
Ref: Westmoreland County Courthouse, 951 Old Salem Road, Greensburg, PA, 15601 
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The above indenture transferred the Eden property owned by John Adams Sr. to his son. 

 

 …in consideration of two hundred and sixty six pounds, thirteen shillings and four pence 

in lawful money for… a certain tract of land called Eden, situate on the waters of Beaver 

Run in Washington Township, formerly Salem, in Westmoreland… 

 
The words play softly and tenderly; speaking of a Godly land loved and cherished by one 

who proudly fought for both the freedom he, and we alike would enjoy, but also of a 

spread of God’s handiwork that was loved and cared for with strong hands and loving 

heart. Unearthing and revealing, John Adams, Sr. has been a rich blessing to me and the 

time and effort in doing so has been paltry compared with the joy of finding and knowing 

of him. 

 

The Indenture is a copy of the original document, which is not allowed to be handled by 

the public. Scribes were assigned to copy all the Westmoreland County documents to 

preserve the originals.  

 

Four years later, in 1799, John would pass away. “Blest be God, Amane” he writes in his 

will. I had this quote added to his headstone for his 2004 Sons of the American 

Revolution Grave marking Memorial Service on pages 29-31. 

 
Will of John Adams, Sr. 

 

"Whereas sickness hath now taken hold of my weak and frail body". John mentions "all 

his property and all his notes and bonds and papers that I left in the care of John 

Hamilton, Esq., in Poke Run Congregation. Executors: (none named). Witnesses: 

William Wasson and Hugh Wasson. Will dated 14 April 1799, Proved 20 Feb. 1800. 

Testator signed with his mark."   

       
Ref: Old Westmoreland, the History and genealogy of Westmoreland County, Pennsylvania, Butler 

Public Library, Butler, Pennsylvania  

 

 
 

Ref:  Page 156, Will Book, Vol 1, Westmoreland County Courthouse, 2 Main Street, Greensburg, PA, 

15601. The above is a copy of a transcription of the original will and available to handle. 
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John Adams, Sr.’s Original Will, 14 April 1799 
 

Courtesy of Patty Duff, Library Archivist, Westmoreland County Courthouse who allowed the 

original document to be copied and used herein. 

 
Ref: Page 156, Will Book, Vol 1, Westmoreland County Courthouse, 951 Old Salem Road, 

Greensburg, PA, 15601.  
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Note: James Guthrie was the Captain of the Westmoreland County Frontier Ranger 

Company under which John and his son, John, Jr. both fought. James Guthrie is also 

listed in the 1790 Federal Census with the John Adams’ 

 

Will Of John Adams, Sen’r   

Whereas sickness hath now taken hold of my weak and frail body, take this opportunity to 

make my last will and testimony, blest be to God, Amane  All my property and all my notes 

and bonds and papers that I left in the care of John Hamilton, Esquire, in, or else, carried in 

Westmoreland County, Poak Run Congregation., I leave to the use of my son, John Adams as 

witness my hand and seal this fourteenth day of April, A.D. 1799. 

Witness present: William Wasson, Hugh Wasson 

Proved, February 20th 1800 and recorded. 
 

(Transcribed from above copied Will) 

 

 

Miscellaneous Records of John Adams, Sr. 

Ref:  Pennsylvania Archives, Harrisburg, Pennsylvania 

 

John Adams, Sr. Records 

 
 

Property asset transfer of Father, John Sr.’s estate to his son, John Adams, Jr. 

 
Ref: Westmoreland County Courthouse, Will Record Book 1 Document 

Orphans’ Court Records  

 

 

The National Society Sons of the American Revolution Grave Site Memorial for John 

Adams, Sr. was held on 9 October 2004 at the Poke Run Presbyterian Church Cemetery 

in Washington Township of Westmoreland County, Pennsylvania, wherein a new 

headstone was erected. See pages 29-31. 
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2004 Plot Plan of the land surrounding the early John Adams property 

and 

Survey Map of John Adams, Sr. Property and Poke Run Presbyterian Church, 
Washington Township, Westmoreland County, Pennsylvania 
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Aerial Map of John Adams, Sr. Property and Poke Run Presbyterian Church,  
Washington Township, Westmoreland County, Pennsylvania 

 
John Adams, Sr.’s Eden, Outlined in green 

John Adams, Jr.’s Superior, outlined in red 

 

 

 

 
The following March 13, 1801 listing of Goods and Chattel Rights and Credits was found 

at the Westmoreland County Courthouse Archives Department and provides some insight 

into the various asset and liability transactions of John, Senior. 
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Goods and Chattel Rights and Credits shown above pertain to John Adams, Sr. and 

accounted for his assets and liabilities that were reconciled by his son, John, and certified 

by Registrar James Guthrie. James Guthrie is also buried at the Poke Run Presbyterian 

Church Cemetery. 
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John Adams, Sr. Sons of the American Revolution Grave Site Memorial 

 

 John’s original burial plot has not been physically found from my searches but was most 

likely at the Poke Run Presbyterian Church Cemetery. Many of the gravestones in the old 

cemetery are now not identifiable. A new gravestone was ordered from the Department of 

Veterans Affairs for a Son of the American Revolution Grave Marking Memorial Service 

that was held on 9 October 2004. About 100 

family members attended the service. 
 
 

 

 

 

 General Arthur St. Clair Chapter, PSSAR  

                Color Guard Musket Salute 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  
 

 

 

 

 

John Adams, Sr. headstone at Poke Run, PA 
                   

 

 

                                          

       

                                        

 

   

                  Scottish Bagpiper,  

                     Terry Green 
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Since most of the Eden property was deeded to Rudolph Weister (Wiester), John’s wife  

may be at rest on the remains of the Weister property that currently contains a Weister 

Cemetery. This possibility is currently being investigated. Church records of Poke Run 

were apparently destroyed by fire by a disgruntled church caretaker in the 1950’s.  
 

Ref: Personal communication with Poke Run Church Staff, December 2001. 

 

A new plot was provided at the Poke Run Presbyterian Church Cemetery for John’s 

burial site. Arrangements were made through the then Pastor Peter Goetschius and 

approved through the Redstone Presbytery governing board in 2004. 

 

  

Aerial Map of the Adams’ Land superimposed on a 2004 land Map 

Graphic overlay by Kenton Douglas Adams 
 

John Adams, Sr. is buried at the Poke Run Presbyterian Church shown in upper right of 

the above photograph. The graphic superimposition above was prepared from maps 

acquired originally from the Westmoreland County Courthouse.  
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Grave Site location for John Adams, Sr. at Poke Run Presbyterian Church, 

Washington Township, Westmoreland County, Pennsylvania. 
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3/10/2009Family Group Sheet

John Adams, Sr.Husband:

Abt. 1730Born: Northern Irelandin:
24 Dec 1764Married: Philadelphia, Berks County, PAin:
18 Jun 1799Died 1: Washington Twp., Westmoreland Co., PAin:
1799Died 2: PAin:
18 Jun 1799Died 3:
Unknown AdamsFather:

Martha HamiltonWife:

Abt. 1725Born: Irelandin:
Bef. 1790Died: Washington Twp., Westmoreland Co., PAin:

CHILDREN

1 John Adams, Jr.Name:
1765Born 1: Northern Irelandin:
1765Born 2: Ulster, Irelandin:
22 Feb 1838Died 1: Coultersville, Clay Twp., Butler County, PAin:
18 Jun 1799Died 2:
1838Died 3: Butler, Pennsylvania, USAin:
1838Died 4: Centre, Butler, Pennsylvania, USAin:
Feb 1838Died 5: Butler County, Centre Twp., PAin:
22 Feb 1838Died 6: Centre, Butler, PAin:
23 Oct 1870Died 7: Butler, Pennsylvania, USAin:
1787Married: in: Westmoreland County, PA
Margaret HallSpouse:
Abt. 1823Married: in: Butler County, Pennsylvania
Anabel Ann WassonSpouse:

M

Prepared By:
Vaughn Paul Jr. Adams
2106 East Loma Vista Drive
Tempe, AZ  85282

Phone(s):  480-967-6457

 

John Adams, Sr. Family Group Sheet 
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Historic Records of John Adams. Sr. 
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1792 Westmoreland County Map 

 

Ref: Western Pennsylvania Genealogical Society 
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Indenture of JOHN ADAMS, SR, and JR 

---------------------------------------------------------- 

 

Pennsylvania Census, 1772-1890  

U.S. Federal Census indexes (and other related census indexes) for Pennsylvania 

from 1772 to 1890  

Name                              State         County                    Township                     Year  

  

JOHN ADAMS  (Jr.)      PA         Philadelphia      County Indentures                  1772   

JOHN ADAMS (Sr.)      PA         Philadelphia      County Indentures                  1773   

 
 

Name: John Adams 

Date: 29 Jul 1772 

Residence: Philadelphia 

Occupation: Apprentice, taught house carpenter's trade, found meat, drink, washing and 

lodging; time to go to evening school two quarters each winter, the father paying the 

expense of the schooling. 

Whom Indentured: Thomas Proctor and his assigns. 

Term: 3 yrs., 9 mo. 3 d. 

Ref: Philadelphia PA. Indentures, 1771-1773 

 

If this is our John, Jr., he would have been 7 years old at time of indenture, almost 11 at 

close of term in 1776. 

The 1790 census shows John Adams, Sr. and Jr. both residing in Washington Township 

of Westmoreland County. They are the only Adams' shown in Washington Township of 

Westmoreland County, PA. 

 

The above records match for John, Sr. and his son John. John, Jr's Indenture may have 

been initiated first to allow for schooling to commence due to his age. There is no further 

explanation provided. 

 

The indenturtude was likely carried out on Westmoreland County property overseen by 

Thomas Proctor (and his assigns). While there is some conjecture here, John Adams, Sr. 

was required to pay back taxes on the land granted to him for his wartime service because 

he had lived upon this land with his son during wartime service and prior to actual 

ownership. Thomas Proctor would likely have signed the Indenturtude papers in 

Philadelphia, where the transport ship arrived from their departure in Ulster, Ireland.    
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Will of John Adams, Senior of Washington Township, Westmoreland County, 

Pennsylvania 

14 April 1799 

Whereas sickness hath now taken hold of my wake and frail body, take this opportunity to 

make my last Will and Testimony, blest be God, Amane. 

All my property and all my notes and bonds and papers that I left in, or ordered in, the 

care of John Hamilton, Esquire, in the Westmoreland County Poke Run Congregation, I 

give to the use of my son, John Adams, as witness my hand and sealed with my seal, this 

fourteenth day of Aprile, Anno Dominy, 1799.  

 

                                                                      John Adams (his mark and seal) 

Witnesses Present: 

 

William Wasson 

Hugh Wasson 

 

February 20th 1800, personally appeared Hugh Wasson and was sworn and on the 30th 

January 1801, William Wasson, the two subscribing to the above Last Will of John 

Adams, deceased.  

 

James Guthrie, Registrar 

................................................................................................................................... 

 

Ref: Page 156, Will Book, Vol 1, Westmoreland County Courthouse, 951 Old Salem 

Road, Greensburg, PA, 15601.  

Ref: Old Westmoreland, The History and genealogy of Westmoreland County, 

Pennsylvania, Butler Public Library.  

Vol 5, Number 2, November, 1984, Library No. R / 974.881/ W 528, page 16.        

  

Note: James Guthrie was the Captain of the Westmoreland County Frontier Ranger 

Company under which John and his son, John, both fought. 

 

 

Will Abstract of John Adams, Sr. 

"Whereas sickness hath now taken hold of my weak and frail body". Son: John mentions 

all his property and all his notes and bonds and papers that he left in the care of John 

Hamilton, Esq., in Polk Run Congregation. Executors: (none named). Witnesses: William 

Wasson and Hugh Wasson. Will dated 14 April, 1799; proved 20 Feb 1800. Testator 

signed with his mark.  (Page 156, Will Book, Vol 1, Westmoreland County Courthouse, 

951 Old Salem Road, Greensburg, PA, 15601.   

 
Ref: Old Westmoreland,  The History and genealogy of Westmoreland County, Pennsylvania, Butler 

Public Library. 

 

Vol 5, Number 2, November, 1984 Library No. R / 974.881/ W 528, 16.                                                                                      

Researched by Luanne R. Eisler, MSN, MA  

------------------------------------------------------------------ 



37 

 

John, Sen’r, Adams View Image Online 

State: PA Year: 1790  

County: Westmoreland Roll: M637_9  

Township: Washington Page:  268  

Image: 0043   

  

--------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

WESTMORELAND CO, PA (made in 1773 from BEDFORD Co) which was made in 

1771 from Cumberland, made in 1750 from Lancaster Co, PA, made in 1729 from 

Chester Co, PA. 

 http://www.familytreedna.com/order_rc.aspx?kit=22040&code=T6346  

-------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

 

 Revolutionary War Military Abstract Card File - {series #13.50}  
 
Ref: ARIAS, the Archives Records Information Access System 

 

Arranged alphabetically by surname of soldier, the abstract card file contains 

transcriptions of data extracted from original records in the custody of the State 

Archives concerning Revolutionary War service in the Pennsylvania Militia, 

Pennsylvania Line, and the Navy. Note that duty after November 1783 is not 

considered Revolutionary War service. Information provided is name and rank of 

soldier, whether active or inactive duty, county of residence, battalion in which 

served, and record from which information were extracted. Also noted are 

whether soldier was delinquent and fined or whether militia fines were abated.  

 

The entry "Active Duty" indicates that the soldier saw active duty in either the 

Pennsylvania Militia or the Pennsylvania Line while "Inactive Duty" indicates 

that the soldier did not necessarily see active duty. Associators were volunteers 

who comprised the Military Association, a civilian reserve designed to repel any 

invasion of Pennsylvania until the collapse of the Association in the winter of 

1776-1777. The Pennsylvania Militia was organized under an Act of the Assembly 

of March 17, 1777 that required compulsory enrollment by constables of all able-

bodied white males between the ages of 18 and 53 to repel invaders. The "Flying 

Camps" were special battalions of Pennsylvania Line troops recruited from the 

Pennsylvania Associators. Rangers were soldiers who served long periods of 

enlistment to protect the frontier against Indian incursions. Entries for 

Depreciation Pay Certificates apply to soldiers who served 1777-1780 when the 

currency was depreciating and were paid in Continental Bills of Credit that 

quickly lost value. To compensate for such depreciation, each soldier of the 

Pennsylvania Line who remained in service in 1781 was awarded a substantial 

sum in Depreciation Pay Certificates which were both interest bearing and 

negotiable. In addition, at the end of the war arrears and allowances due were 

http://www.familytreedna.com/order_rc.aspx?kit=22040&code=!*FIELD3
http://www.digitalarchives.state.pa.us/archive.asp
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met by issuing to each soldier still in service a number of interest-bearing final 

settlements called Pierce's Certificates (named after the paymaster who dispensed 

them).  

 

Some cards show a certificate number that relates to the Militia Loan of 1784-

1785. This loan was established to pay individuals for services and goods 

provided during the Revolutionary War that had not been reimbursed at that time. 

Note that not all certificate numbers give additional information.  

 

See also:  Westmoreland County in the Revolution, PA Soldiers, Paul W. Myers, 1988, 

Closson Press, Apollo, PA 

 

Carnahan's Blockhouse, Forts Crawford and Notes, Wallace and Barr's. 

 

Forts: Palmer's, Shields', Walthour's, Pomeroy (Pomroy's), Wilson and Rugh's 

Blockhouses, Allen 

(Hempfield Twp.), Kepple's, & Stokely's & McDowell's & Marchand's Blockhouses, 

Shippen at Capt. John Proctor's, Lockry's Blockhouse, Philip Klingensmith's House, 

Gaspard Markle's House and Station. 

 

Map of Fairfield Twp & Part of Ligonier Valley, Westmoreland, Co. 

 

Plan of Fort Palmer. 

 

Forts: Burd - Redstone Old Fort & Notes, Settlers' Forts of Fayette Co. & Notes: 

Minter's, Gaddis', Pearse's, Craft's, Cassell's, Ashcraft's, Mason's, Conwell's, Spark's, 

Beeson's, Graybill's & Valentine Crawford's Blockhouse. 

 

Illustration of Fort Burd or Redstone, Brownsville, PA.  
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 ADAMS, JOHN Sr    

 PVT   CONTINENTAL LINE   

 REVOLUTIONARY WAR   

 DATE OF BIRTH:   

 DATE OF DEATH: 06/18/1799   

 BURIED AT:   

 POKE RUN CEMETERY   

 APOLLO, PA 15613   

 (412) 327-5563   

  

    

U.S. Veterans Gravesites, ca.1775-2006  

About John Sr Adams  

Name: John Sr Adams  

Service Info: PVT CONTINENTAL LINE, REVOLUTIONARY WAR   

Death Date: 18 Jun 1799  

Cemetery: Poke Run Cemetery   

Cemetery Address: Apollo, PA 15613   

 

 
Ref: Nationwide Gravesite Locator Search Results for John Adams, Sr. 

http://gravelocator.cem.va.gov/j2ee/servlet/NGL_v1 

 

http://gravelocator.cem.va.gov/j2ee/servlet/NGL_v1

